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SUMDAY,

QCTOBER 25

FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR ADAM:

Dear Church,

A Tew weeks ago duning a Mass on Holy Cross Day (Sept. 14], the Rev. Brent Bowman, a Boman Catholic pnest at a
schoolin Minnesota, had a protfoundly affecting sgeritual moment in whech he agpeared unable to Lift the chalwce
contamning the Blood of Chirist and he was moved to tears. Immediately, socal media reeds were Tilled wath the
weden of what had happened and rumors swarled that a Eucharstic mwracle had taken place—that perhaps even
the elements of bread and wane had taken on the gualities of Blood and Body.

The pnest hemselr sad what he had expenenced was a heawy realization of what he was dowg—handling the Body
and Blood of Cuwr Lord. He called it an mtense “prvate spuntual experience.” Fr. Bowman went on: “1 balsews | was
green grace to understand more deeply the bittersweetness of Ouwr Lord™s Passion and how muwch blood Chist
shed for the smmense weight of all owr sins. | bebeve | experenced this wesgght i the chalbice. This spiritual
expenence amotionally and physically owerwhelmed me as esident in the Mass recording.”

Asde from some Eucharistic theological quibbles, | do not doubt for a moment what Fr. Bowman experenced. |
expenence it ewery Sunday at the Euchanst here at North Branch. But whereas Fr. Bowman's experence seems
entirely personal and a revelation of God pust to hem, what | experience every Sunday 1s the deep and absding
realzation that wm commumaon, in recerang the true Body and Blood of Christ together, we in this place are ever
and always becoming that which we eat—that wery Body and that very Blood of owr Lord and Sawor Jesus
Chirist. That's the very meaning of commumian, the very meaming of Ewcharist: from the Greek

eu meamng “good™ and chans meanwng “grace.”

It mowes me profowndly every Sunday, you all coming through the line, hands outstretched, eating and dnnking
your Torgiveness and eternal Lite. My eyes are always at least a Little immed with tears. It s a very mtense public
spintual expenence that | pray you also feel, profoundly and really and truly. You are all green this grace, and |
know you, too, hawe felt it. | close my eyes often throughouwt each day and see each of your faces, each of your
paurs of hands before me, and it fills me, too, with the reality of what s happening at the sacrament: we are all
becomung omne with Jesus and with one another. What a grace that =, and not one that can be hmited to any one
person, especially the one who happens to be delvening what Jesus has already sad 15 his alone to gree his very
Body and Blood. It"s a rerminder that owr faith and the grace geeen to us all by God may be personal, it s never a
prvate matter, but somethng that very publicly marks us all as the redesmed and reswrrected Body of Chrst!
S0 when next you find yourself before the altar, if you do not already, think of what a profound

thing i1s happemng! Jesus s Torgrang you, grang you eternal bfe, making you one with lim, one

wath one another. And it"s happening to you and the person m Tront of youw and belind you and

all the assembly, all publicly gathered. Ehalom!
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Old business:
# Mew 050 members will be electasd next month. Molan
and Hjl'lE' are no |l:i"l"ll§lE'|" on council.
s Lutheran Memaorial church interested in the pastors
Intermn but discussions Tortheodming.
Mew business:
L] L-::-n-;—'.erm tluilljil'lg fund discussad
= 150" Church celebration committee still needed
« ELCA surplus, $1000 grant opporiunity
Board Reports:
Pastor's Repert:
= Pastor Adam made 18 |:IEE-1I}I"E| wisits, lad 4 '|'|II}I“3|'Ii|:I
SErdioes i|'||:|uE|i|'|l;| serdices at Linden Wiew & Good
Samaritan, & tuneral and a baotsm.
= Mebresks 5}'I’IIZII:| Wrne a 31:-:-':.-' on the fair tood stand.
= Mew member clesses 5131‘.ing. catechism |:IEI'EI'||I
I"I'IE'E"III"Il; held Sept. 2, catechism Co-op with Luther
BAemonal.
* Lutherland deadlins app'c-a-:hing
« Fall Leadership gathering, October 19-21,
« Confirmation-October 25
Youth Representative:
* Mo repor
Board of Christian Education
= Rally sunday, Seplemibes 13, brunch sensed betwean
SErdioes
Board of Property
* Mo report
Youth and Family
» Fall Festival, October 18
Withess and Fellowship
* Hetreshmeanis 1o be served Detwean sarvices,

» Food stand to provide a taco night September 16 [has

zince been reschadulad)
Waorship and Musis
* Harvest Blessing i October, date to coms
= Sign-up genius sent to altar servers, wil send to &
youth.

» bdess tor voluntesrs 1o sign-up ToF worship assistants.

Board of Stewardship
* Mo report
Board of Deacons

- No report

2nd Mile Giving
Project - Estimated - To Date
‘Global | On Going = $22,130
IFerl.-l - r OnGoing = $19,915 |
2nd Mile $20,000 $10,991
'-rre.umrargnepnn

Cusrrent Fund (Pastor and Administration, Office,
Building, Educatkon, Worship)

Received through Awgust 31:  $157524.41
Expenses through Auguest 3t 5156, 440.58
Budgeted through August 31 $168 B56.75

Our giving this year has coverad our expenses
thraugh August by $1,083.83. Thank you Tor your
thoughtful giving.

Glviing Online: If you would like the
il convenience of giving online you can do 5o

by using the website:
https:flonrealm.orgffirstiutheranavoca/Ghee
of Text NORTHBRANCH to F3256.

The Little Red Wagon
Ociobear: Ej'TEII:'uEE Food F'EII'I1':|I"-EE" ]
green b=ans and kK I:|I'|E"!|' DEeans, E|ui|:'-li
oats, toilet fissue, 4 noll pacxs. Thank :"I:lu!

Endowmenl Recipients for Fall 2026: A

g COpy of your first semester paid tuition

-i§ statement, along with full-time student 12

et hours) verification is due by October 1,
20286, 1o receive your grant. Please
forward this information to the
Endowment Commitiee at the church.
Thank you.
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Leader’s Spotlight

October 2026

There is something special about harvest s=ason. As the
harvest, we're resmindad that harsest bs abowt rach
mores than crops. It's also a beautiful piehere of feath.

Farmers invest their fims preparing the soil, planiing
They cannot contral the weather or kmow exactly what
sach s=ason will bring, but they continue to work and
trust that their efforts will sventually produce 2
harvest.

Chur fatth can be mmach the same. We plant s=eds eveary
the way we love and serve othems. Sometmes e may
not ses the results nght sy,

Just as a farmer trusts God with the growth of 2 crop,
e are called to trust Him with the growsth in our o=m
Irms and in the [rres of thos= aroend us. The s=eds we
community may taks Hme to grow, but God 1s alwes 2t
work.

This harvest season, as we watch the fislds being
gathered, may we also take 2 moment to consider the
We may not always get to e=e the harvest from every
s=ed we plant, but e can trust that God doss.

Flant farthiully, serve faithifully, and trust God with the
harrest,

But God reminds us in Galatians 6:9,
“Let us not grow weary in doing

what is right, for we will reap at
harvest time, if we do not give up.”
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Church News & Events

Join us at Morth Branch for &
Fall Festival, Sunday, Dctober
18 from 145 a.m. -1:15 p.m.
Hay rack rides, purmgikin crafts
& decorating, games and a fall
family photo station! Hot dogs
and apple nachos will be
sarved. For more information,
please contact Marei Gartner
afl 402-430-8324. AN are
welcome!

Coat Drive! First Lutheran will
be taking donations of uwsed

L Ccoats and other wanm clothang,

such as scarves, mittens and
gloves. All donations can be
dropped off in the narthex.

October is Pastor Appreciation
Maonih! Please be sune 1o thank
FPastor Adam tor hig dedscation,

unwavering faith, and guidance.
Detads of a celebrathon coming

E

PUF 1AL RLIONE N THE LORD.

wll G ul
q”r:.q-‘.ﬂ H‘*

LT T

CHANGE
(

“DATE

Bl

Confirmation of Baptism

CONFIRMATION

=90 AM RECEPTION
CELERRATING
WA SON BERNER
TITUS BEENEE
DALTON GARTHER
WILLIAM KLINKEE
PR SCHEORDER

Mote Calendar Zoam
date change- Biole
siudy will be Tuesday
Dectokser 20 &t 8200
p.niv, not Thursday,
Detolser 227, Thank you!

Thank you First Lutheran,
Thank you so much for
the monetary donathon
after Hunter's accident
and long hospital stay, We
greatly sppreciate it. God
has besn working
mirgches here. Hunter is
recovering well and
kesping up with out-
patient p.t. at Madonna.

Shawn, Jill, Hunter and
Allison Holle
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Autumn Renewal of the

Women
2026 ELCA@

“God Doesn’t Make Junk”

Saturday, October 10, 2026
St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
1615 South Harrison, Grand Island
Reqgistration 9:00 a.m. — Program 9:320 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

| praise because | am fearfully and wonderfully made...—
pre you Psalm 13-9'}:4

Plans are still being developad for the day. Watch our website and Facebook
page for details to be released soon. Mebraska Synod Bishop Scott Johnscn will
be joining us. "Excess Baggage: Riding the Orphan Train® presentation plus a
feny sUTprises.

Otering designated as follows: 80% Churchwide Women's Organization,
20% NSWO, and 20% Humanities Nebraska,

Autumn Renewal 2028 Regletration Form
Registration Deadline: Wednesday, Seplamber 20, 2025

Mame
Addrass i o
City  State + Zip

Fhone N E-mail

CongragationyCity Conference
Special Meads

W11

Sand form and 520 .00 payment to:  Julie Reisar, NSWO Treasurer
Check payable to: NSWO PO Box 64
Butte, NE 88722
newo. treasurenfBgmail corm

Registration fee is ransfarable, not refundable

fi = May/iune B36
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A meaningful way to make a difference

Ir 3025 throwgh the gererasity and caring of
our brothers and seters im Christ members of
First Lutheran donated to L'Wh:

® 15 Personal Care Kiks
s 54 School Kits

Let"s make it 2 parsanal challenge to batter
these numbers for this year! Now i@ & good bima
to ke purchases since school supplies sakes
are nioe going on &5 weell as frequert bath toveel
LE 1L

This praject is 8 presd cpportunity 1o cownt our
Elessings and ghare with chess who have o
litthe| Please drom off kit supplies inthe chear
Eode I-n-:ltedlnﬂ'-cﬂul‘ﬂ'ﬂl

The deadline to donafte items is October 18
Personal Care Kits

“Whan VAR distrilbubes Parscasl Cang Kils, it
cften to people who have lost everything. In the
venke af an =arthguaks or hewing fled from
viglenoe a5 their hormes wene ocvertaken, they
clasp & toreee] from @ faravwway place, with & bar
of scap, § toathbrush. and washing up, they
kngia thak thay have not been forsaken by the
vorid. The simple gesture of gwing a Persanal
Care K can give someonse the encouragement
o BTN afvw, FEAFTIng Witk 3 Bath T Wihat Te
ire luds

& 1 light-weight bath-size towel |bebween
207 m a0" and 527 1 277), dark color

2 bath-size bars of soap

1 adul-sige bockhbnugh

1 sturdy comb | remaove packspng]

1 metal nail dippers

& & & &

School Kits

“Wihy school supalies? Ta the children wiho
receive School Kits, these supplies mean the
diffrdnce habwaan geEbag an sducslics ar ngd.
Pudlic fchegd is usually fres, Bul in thi places
where L'WHR woks, sven a faw required supplies,
Nk pens and pagaer, may be mane than mary
farmilizs can afford. Ard when parents can arly
afford fo serd ane of their chilidnan 1o schoal,
girki rarely pet priceiby_ yel the educalion lessl
of mothers hias the bigpest impact on
deve|opmant” What to mclude:

w4 Netheet netekocks (87 = 10 %) Mg
kose-leaf papar
a1 Bl-centimeter ruler, or B ruler wikh
coatimrters an ooe side and inches an
the other
1 pangil shar panes
1 palr of Blunt scissors
S ungharpened 82 pendclls with erasers
= 5bleck or blu= belipoint pens ino gel
ink|
1 box of 18 or 24 crayons
124" erades

LUTHERAN
("") WORLD RELIEF
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OCTOBER

Hagery Birthlay b
Ol - Aese Branstng
Cen. I - Bl Meurmeiier
D, 5 - Liseds Sohacr
Oct. 7 - Multon
Shebbendck
Ocn, B - Dong Caraon
Emrmy Cifton
Qe B = LewRopery
D, 11 - Eekey Stubberafick
Tiom Thompgson
D, 12 - Wansnne Kot
Tereia Fleife:
Dem. 12 - A Garnier
Bark Hilman
Codeme Farmer
Oct. 15 - Chacbne Krake
ARl Reas
Feed Rusreery
O 17 - Barty Lesdwlg
G, 1H- Miople Mowry
Dem, 18« ElN Bens
apinn Brureiing
Lyscia Souinbeemadici
G, 20- Craig Neptemon
Qum, 22 - Feed Berner
Breck Frscher
Samanma Neshen
Oct. 23- Treni Stubbendak
On, 24 Dricy Deololg
Hope KetSlar
Dem. 25 - Carsholy Call ssaary
Larmis Meumasier
0o, 26 Eva BrafesigT
Becky Erake
Oex, 28 - Grakam Knsdeli
addihees of Ccomeions
jplease contact the chmrch

Happs Arniversany bo
0o 4+ Shane & Mary iy Knchhat!
ot 7 - Kby & Ciredy Drake:
0o 8 - Garry & Bty Hblrresni

O % - Ron & Karen Soivesitaes
Ot 11~ Sooit & Millary Wistasch

Ot 16 Ran & Ko B hilng:

(K1 24 beeraon & Netalie Boegman

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
- I 2 'i
Avvampazhii . Ca iy £ alvyy, Doce Crewsere. fap Hosbol . =
WVecaben. Slariys Kinbioll Eises Srhaiinis Assinds Peisy | Pode Mae's
Alear Catd. Karsn Somrstrmer, Braesty Brockisa ¥ Vi Latje- 8 ieve Frady
s, Cimdd B bpit 530 Bidde
Fruer Adsss Flisker, #17-880141 0 ruty
Afdmmimiumaiar iz Oflcs Moe - Tha s -1 0o m
5 Tt BB
half
4 5 1] 7 8 L 10
1 5 e R e Py ddpny
R LT T [LE L
L N W CowA A Fruads
sk meeting S Toom Aibi
inady
i 12 i3 e i3 16 17
oo woeshp | e Pesniag FR00 e 7 008 M
#oncw By || v e [LE L
T P L S Al
L B e Sl el il
it
S Zoom Gl
Pasler Arpvr
chation Sum. e
day
18 {"r 19 20 21 22 23 24
BT R wooerp | Seweremar ﬁ:;# A e Py daper
iy funeloy || aTmnkes ps [hism Al Trasy
Sl s ehiped L0 6
I AE W M. Ny
it nR0E i
wanf e Preal a5
25 26 27 28 29 a0 3!
Sk momAE ST e W E T PO Men
Wi Sy (SRR shien B drady
o Tl ATeE Py B Al
I AR Trusdy
’H: - 5 Toom Bkl
Afermation et
sovdar | Meals om Wheels . .
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