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The Little Red Wagon  
May Elmwood Food Pantry:  Special re-
quests: all donations accepted at this 
time including cake mixes, frosting, alu-

minum disposable baking dishes, canned vegetables 
and fruit. Thank you for your continued support! 

Giving Online If you would like the 
convenience of giving online you can do 
so by using the website: 

 https://onrealm.org/firstlutheranavoca/Give or Text 
NORTHBRANCH to 73256 or Scan the QR code.  

Giving Opportunities 

2nd Mile Giving 

Project Estimated 
Cost 

To Date 

Global Health Ministries On Going $22,130 

Peru Missionaries On Going $19,915 

2nd Mile Shed $20,000 $10,991 

Treasurer’s Report  
Current Fund (Pastor and Administration, Office, 
Building, Education, Worship expenses) 
Received through March 31:     $65,021.58 
Expenses through March 31:     $57,412.20 
Budgeted through March 31:    $63,321.28 
Our giving has covered our expenses through Febru-
ary with a cushion of $7,609.38. Thank you for your 
thoughtful giving. 

Council Corner 

Highlight/April 2026 Meeting 
Old Business: 
• Thrivent update 
• Fund allocations 
Pastor’s Report 
• Pastor made 14 pastoral visits 
• Discussed Ministry Boundary waters trip 
• Continued plan of Luther land 
• Pastor attended liturgical studies annual confer-

ence in Valparaiso, Indiana April 10-15 
• Discussed ways to increase attendance for Satur-

day Easter vigil 
• Youth Representative: 
• 5 attendees for Top Golf outing 
Worship & Music: 
• Discussed ways to increase volunteerism for wor-

ship assistants 
• Ordered new robes for altar servers 
• Moving to one service at 9:00 a.m. May 24 
Board of Property: 
• Out door sign getting fixed soon 
• Windows inside church need caulk, cleaned and 

painted 
• Adding outlets to kitchen 
• Setting up a clean-up day 
• Electronics drop-off day was April 18 in Weeping 

Water 
Board of Deacons: 
• No report 
Board of Stewardship: 
• Granted a shared blessings request 
Youth and Family: 
• Easter egg hunt was a success with 25 youth partic-

ipating 
• Easter breakfast raised $814 
• VBS picnic will be Sunday following VBS, families 

are to bring sides, pulled pork is provided 
• Spirit shirt order link will be with church food stand 
• Will work with worship committee for summer ser-

vice and possibly do a summer picnic. 
Board of Christian Education 
• Possibly change Easter Event activity in future. 
• VBS volunteers needed June 22-26 
Witness & Fellowship 
• No report 

Endowment Grants  
This year, 10 Endowment grants have 
been awarded for the 2026-2027 
school year. Through dividends paid 
over the last year on the general en-

dowment fund, we are able to award $900 ($450 per 
semester) to each of the 10 students. 
The Koester Grant is available to a student attending a 
Lutheran college in Nebraska. Kadyn Sisco who is 
attending Concordia University at Seward will receive 
$6,600. The recipients are Kyle Cavanaugh, Nolan Gart-
ner, Kaden Knake, Eva Brammier, Sawyer Brammier, 
Cassidy Callaway, Macy Howard, Grace Jacobson, 
Kadyn Sisco,  and Cade Stephenson. 
The Endowment Committee is made up of five mem-
bers, Chairman-Connie Eidenmiller,  Secretary, Ken 
Lamb, Marci Gartner, Brenda Hansen and Hank 
Hunteman.   
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  Missionary Update 

We are so happy to be back in our own house after being gone for the 3 months surrounding 
Eli's birth! Eli's first flight was to Pucallpa at 3 weeks old... the oldest out of all of our boys. 
(Micah flew at 10 days, Jack flew at 8 days, and Derek flew at 14 days.) Our month in Pucallpa 
gave Emma time to fully heal from the cesarean and gave Eli time to build a bit of an immune 
system before coming to the village. We had a sweet time in Pucallpa seeing lots of friends 
from when we lived there. 
Last summer three churches collected money during VBS to buy school supplies for the kids 
in our village. Here, the school year goes from March to December. We had the privilege of 
blessing the kids in our village plus two other villages through the generosity of the VBS kids! 
The kids' faces lit up as they got to choose from the array of colorful items. Thank you to 
First Lutheran Church (Avoca, NE), Christ Community Church (Bloomfield, IA), and Pulaski 
Mennonite Church (Pulaski, IA)!   
Our team is needing to buy 200 more audio devices, 500 more Ashéninka bibles, and 50 
Spanish bibles. The audio devices contain the New Testament, songs, and 78 Bible stories all 
in the Ashéninka language. The Ashéninka Bibles contain the New Testament (there is still no 
Old Testament in their language). We sell all of these at a very reduced rate in order to cre-
ate ownership of the item and to generate a small amount of money to make future or-
ders. The total cost of these materials is about $10,000. Since we can't walk into a store and 
buy an Ashéninka Bible we have to print them through a company in Lima using the digital 
file we have access to. This is a costly process. The audio devices are ~$30/device. We have 
purchased cheaper ones in the past but they don't last very long in the conditions here. If 
you would like to donate towards the purchase of these items, use the button below to 
donate directly to our team account. (Reach out to us at jaredemmaredding@gmail.com if 
you have questions or want to give another way.) Thank you to all that support our mission! 

During our time in Pucallpa, our team joined us for a few days of prayer and planning for the current 
ministry year. 

mailto:jaredemmaredding@gmail.com
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Church News and Events 

Family and Youth Events  

Join us  Sunday, May 3 for Sunday 
School Teacher Appreciation! Our 

Sunday school teachers are a devoted 
and wonderful group of women who have 
done so much for the youth of our 

church! During the Sunday school hour, we would 
like to also invite the congregation to join us in a day 
of service. We will be making Mother’s day gifts, ty-
ing quilts, making new hymnal ribbons and other fun 
projects. Many hands make light work and we 
would love to see all generations of our congrega-
tion coming together! 

Summer Worship starting 
May 24! Beginning May 24, we 
will have only one worship service 
at 9 a.m. which will continue until 
Rally Sunday, Sept. 6. 

Summer Bible Study Book Club This year 
for summer bible study, we will be reading one thou-
sand gifts by Ann Voskamp. We will meet four times 
throughout the summer on Thursdays, starting on 
May 28, June 18, July 9 and July 30. Please let Aman-
da Stubbendick know if you would like to join! 

Mark you calendars for 
the Lifeway Women’s 
Event, August 28-29! In 
the Word is coming to Lincoln 
Berean church and we would 

love to get a group together to attend. Please let 
Amanda Stubbendick know by June 15 if you would 
like to go! For more information, check out this link: 
https://www.lifeway.com/en/events/in-the-word 

Germany trip meeting 
We have the itinerary, the pro-
posed cost, and some idea of 
the overall plan. Let’s get to-
gether between services on 

Sunday, May 17, for a look at how we’re all feeling 
about the plan. The good news is that we have until 
10 weeks out (about mid-October) to make our 
payments and finalize the roster. 

Boundary Waters trip for youth 
We have a good idea of the crew we’ll be taking up 
to the Boundary Waters, Aug. 1-7. Let’s plan 
to meet as a North Branch group on Wednesday, 
May 6, at 8:30 p.m., in the Parish Hall. If you’re 
unable to make it, let Pastor Adam know. If you’d 
prefer to Zoom, we can do that, too. 

From Pastor ’s Desk  

Altar Server Training ses-
sions in May and June 
All third- through 12th -graders at 
North Branch are eligible and encour-
aged to serve as acolytes and cruci-

fers. Summer is a great time to learn how to serve. 
Pastor Adam has scheduled several training ses-
sions. Please attend one that works best for you:  
•     Wednesdays, May 6 and 13 at 6 p.m. 
•     Sundays, May 31, June 7 and June 14  
           at 8 a.m.  (right before the 9 a.m. service) 

Congratulations to 
our High School 
Graduates! Autumn 
Behling, Michael Behling, 
Kyle Cavanaugh, Nolan 

Gartner, and Kaden Knake. 
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Registration for VBS is now open until Sunday, May 31!  Please scan the QR code on 
the flyer or check out our website to register. This event is open to children 3 years old-5th grade. It 
will be a week of fun, adventure and God’s truth!  
Also, we would love your support. Please check out our amazon wish list for supplies and goodies 
that will make VBS an amazing experience for all! A list will also be in the narthex. This event that im-
pacts kids throughout our area wouldn’t be possible without your help and support, thank you!  
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2AWBF63P8K0JJ?ref_=wl_share 
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Celebrate Mother’s Day,  Sunday, May 10! 
If you have a mom, are a mom or know a mom, come celebrate those amazing women in our lives. We will be 
sharing muffins and fellowship in the narthex at 9:30 a.m. between services. All are welcome! 
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