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The Little Red Wagon  
March Elmwood Food Pantry:  
All food items needed. 
Monetary donations are also welcome 

for both food pantries.  Donations can be dropped off  
113 West E Street, Elmwood. The food pantry assists 
individual cases and serves as a monthly distribution site 
on the 3rd Saturday of every month. Also, monetary do-
nations can be made at the American Exchange Bank in 
Elmwood.  For the Syracuse food pantry, checks can be 
made to Syracuse Area Churches Food Pantry and 
brought to  First Bank of Nebraska. Thank you for your 
support! 

Giving Online If you would like the 
convenience of giving online you can do 
so by using the website: 

 https://onrealm.org/firstlutheranavoca/Give or Text 
NORTHBRANCH to 73256 or Scan the QR code.  

Giving Opportunities 

2nd Mile Giving 

Project Estimated 
Cost 

To Date 

Global Health Ministries On Going $22,130 

Peru Missionaries On Going $19,915 

2nd Mile Shed $20,000 $10,991 

Treasurer’s Report  
Current Fund (Pastor and Administration, Office, 
Building, Education, Worship expenses) 
Received through January 31:     $17,750.09 
Expenses through January 31:     $18,815.02 
Budgeted through January 31:    $21, 107.09 
We begin 2026 with a shortfall of $1064.93. Thank 
you for your thoughtful giving. 

Council Corner 

Highlight/February 2026 Meeting 
New Business: 
• Council signed up for the different roles available, 

such as counters, devotions, Leader’s spotlight 
• A decision was made on how to invest money cur-

rently in a CD 
• A day for church clean-up will be discussed at 

March meeting 
Pastor’s Report 
• There are 7-8 youth planning to attend the Bound-

aries Water trip in August, final decision will be 
made in April 

• First communion will be held Feb. 15 with 9 com-
municants 

• Catechism classes have resumed under new struc-
ture 

• Ash Wed service will be Feb. 18 
Youth Representative: 
• Youth breakfast in January was a success 
• Youth grades 9-12 plan on going to Top Golf 
• Youth are delivering baskets soon to Linden View 
Worship & Music: 
• No report, first meeting soon 
Board of Property: 
• Will be purchasing new Nativity Scene 
• Getting estimate for window repairs in front of 

church 
• Stain in narthex carpet trying to clean, might have 

to hire carpet cleaning service 
• Doors of parish hall needs seals 
• Discussed electrical work in kitchen and a new tub 

was purchased to store the tree in parish hall 
• Cemetery board will pay 10% of new shed when 

built 
Board of Deacons: 
• No report, first meeting soon 
Board of Stewardship: 
• Deciding where to designate offering for special 

services 
Youth and Family: 
• No report, first meeting soon 
Board of Christian Education 
• Reception for the youth receiving 1st communion 

will be held Feb. 15 between services 
Witness & Fellowship 
• No report, first meeting soon 

Please donate to First Luther-
an’s Coat drive! A box has been 
placed in the narthex.  All coats and warm 
clothing, (including scarves, mittens, and 
gloves) are appreciated! 

 A complete set of minutes is available on the kiosk in 
the narthex. 
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Church News and Events 

Thrivent Choice 
Dollars 
Thank you to all Thrivent 
members who elected to 
distribute their Choice 

Dollars to our church. Collectively, the church re-
ceived $4,066 in 2025. If you are a Thrivent member 
and qualify with specified levels of billed premium or 
contract value, you have funds available each year to 
distribute to the nonprofit organization of your 
choice. Your funds accumulate throughout the year 
and must be designated by you prior to March 31 of 
the following year. Please don’t let your Choice Dol-
lars expire! Designate your nonprofit recipient(s) by 
logging in or calling Thrivent. Mark it on your calen-
dar to check for your annual accumulated Choice 
Dollars after December 31st and prior to the March 
31 deadline. 
Thank you for thinking of the church in your giving! 
Together, you make a big difference! 
Feel free to call a committee member for questions 
or assistance: Barb Hillman, Pam Rumery, Gerri Stub-
bendick, Renee Nolte 

Join us on Palm Sunday, March 29th,from 
11:45 a.m-12: 45 p.m. in the Parish Hall for our “Rise 
Up with Jesus” Easter Event for families. Let us prepare 
to celebrate the greatest gift we have as Christ 
followers! 

College Students & High 
School Seniors-Endowment 
grant applications are due 
March 15!  The Endowment Fund 
grant applications for the 2026-2027 

school year have been mailed.  If you did not receive 
one, please call the church office or speak to an En-
dowment committee member. The deadline to turn 
in applications is March 15! Thank you! 

Women’s Bible Study Group 
Please join us by zoom Thursday eve-
nings in March, starting March 12-26 as 
we journey through the book Knowing 
God by Name by Mary Kassian. 

Youth Events  

Calendar: 
Sunday, March 15 11:30-1 Jr OSJ Game day  
Wednesdays, March 18 & 25 6:00 p.m. sunrise service 
practice 
Sunday, March 29 10:30- Sunday School students sing  

Save the Date!  Our True North VBS adventure will 
be June 22-26 and is open to the whole community for 
students, ages 3 years to those that have just complet-
ed the 5th grade. Registration will be open April 5! 

BINGO!  Please join us as we continue to play bingo 
with the residents of Good Sam! We played in February 
and will play again on March 18. There is a box on the 
shelf in the narthex for any donations of prizes. The resi-
dents like “word search” large print books, some jewel-
ry, decor for their rooms, lotion or other things you 
might think of. Thank you for any donations.   
                                                   Submitted by Renee Bose   

 Meal Prep-March 15 6-8! Please con-
tact Amanda Stubbendick if you would 
like to join. 
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