THE NEWSLETTER OF FIRST LUTHER H March 2026

HIGHLIGHTS Dhaar Church,

It's absaut an howr after the condusion of our Ash Wednes-
day Divine Service and Fm sitting in the lving room here at

i~ e - the parsonage wishing that | had ghven a bit mone context Lo
WELC Breakfast 9 . the “Invitation to Lent”™ that was read from TA. Eiot’s 1930
) peoem “Ash-Wednesday.” i you were at the servics, you
Church News & Events 4 heard:
Althowgh | da not hope to tum again
Holy Week Schedule 5 Althawgh | dia nert hope
Althawgh | de nat ber L
March calendar 7 This is the E:mn?hmhnhem dying and hirth
The ploce af solitude where thres dreoms oross
Batwean blue rocks
Bart whan the voices shaken from the peeetnes drift away
WEﬁnESdﬁ'ﬁ’ Let the gther yew be shakan and regly.

Blessed sEbar, holy mother, spirit af the frertain, spisit af

nten

Suffer us not bo mock ourselees with frlsehoomd

SEE\FICES !’f’n Teach us b cane and not o ane

Teach ws ko sit sl

/f Even amang these rocks,

— Ourr peerces i His: wal
And even among these rocks
Sin bear, omaorEher
7:00 p.m. And spiritaf the river, spisit of the sea,

Wed 1 Sy ffer me ot b be sepaented

b And ket my cry covme amke Thee
March 4-25 There's, prohably some language in there you recognize from the lungy or every day life: not hap-
lgin us for our Lenten services at ing to turn signaling the singularity of life_ tension betwesn dying and birth to signal the resurmée-
7:00 p.m. We will be having the tiaa.... being taught to care and nod to care giving us the concem owver neighbor while being assuined

we need not worry about our salvation.... and the final two lines directly from moming and evenjing
prayer ftungies that God would not abandon us but hear us, abaeys.

Holden Evening Prayer Service.
All are welcome!

Hiot wars anather of our great thealogians in werse, and in “Ash-\Wednesday,™ he brings to bear bl
the fesdings of the sexson: dedication, loss, anticpation, sammow, hope, all underdined by the ne-
minder that we have faith given to us in Chrst Jesws, as Christ Jesus, and he will hear gur ary. Ha
will ghee us nemw if e,

Re-reading the paem, |am watching a replay of the Dhympics women’s. slakom raos wan by the
American Mikasla Shiffrin —her first Ohympic medal in eight years. Before her, two other skiers
were mel with disaster: Swede Comelia Shlund broke a ski pole halbway through the run, and Ger-
man Lena Diirr missed the wery first slalom gate and was ther efore disqualified . Shiund and Diier
are the numibeer thres and numbser tess ranked slalom skiers in the workd, respectively, but Obympic
Tailure often means they may a5 well have been just faces in the orowd. Many of us may never
bnow such a situation—ig be within inches. of fame and triumph, to have everpone kbnow your
name—and then watch it ship outof our grasp like melting snow. Will we hope 1o turn again?

Watching the amations of kes in those two competitars, and then the tiumph of Shiffrin, whozse
first word a5 she orossed the fingh line was, “Dad"—recalling her father whao died just before the
2022 Dlymipics—pat intoperspactive the ftungies of our everyd ay lives. Lives are made up of loss
and pain, of disappointment, of sure things turned todust.. and el we move on, confident in the
God made flesh wha hears our ory and ha promised ws the dust of gur les shall Fee again, ve
arternally. W, far all sus kiss- and- gain, we shall know the viclony of Cheist and, wéhal & mose, he

shall know us, fully and joylully. Shalam, !




Highlight/February 2026 Meeting

New Business:

e Council signed up for the different roles available,
such as counters, devotions, Leader’s spotlight

e A decision was made on how to invest money cur-
rentlyina CD

e Aday for church clean-up will be discussed at
March meeting

Pastor’s Report

e There are 7-8 youth planning to attend the Bound-
aries Water trip in August, final decision will be

made in April

e First communion will be held Feb. 15 with 9 com-
municants

e Catechism classes have resumed under new struc-
ture

e Ash Wed service will be Feb. 18

Youth Representative:

e Youth breakfast in January was a success

e Youth grades 9-12 plan on going to Top Golf

e Youth are delivering baskets soon to Linden View

Worship & Music:

e No report, first meeting soon

Board of Property:

e Will be purchasing new Nativity Scene

e Getting estimate for window repairs in front of
church

e Stain in narthex carpet trying to clean, might have
to hire carpet cleaning service

e Doors of parish hall needs seals

e Discussed electrical work in kitchen and a new tub
was purchased to store the tree in parish hall

e Cemetery board will pay 10% of new shed when
built

Board of Deacons:

e No report, first meeting soon

Board of Stewardship:

e Deciding where to designate offering for special
services

Youth and Family:

e No report, first meeting soon

Board of Christian Education

e Reception for the youth receiving 1st communion
will be held Feb. 15 between services

Witness & Fellowship

e No report, first meeting soon

A complete set of minutes is available on the kiosk in
the narthex.

"1
2nd Mile Giving
Project Estimated To Date
Cost
Global Health Ministries On Going $22,130
Peru Missionaries On Going $19,915
2nd Mile Shed $20,000 $10,991

Treasurer’s Report

Current Fund (Pastor and Administration, Office,
Building, Education, Worship expenses)

Received through January 31: $17,750.09
Expenses through January 31:  $18,815.02
Budgeted through January 31: $21, 107.09

We begin 2026 with a shortfall of $1064.93. Thank
you for your thoughtful giving.

so by using the website:
https://onrealm.org/firstlutheranavoca/Give or Text
NORTHBRANCH to 73256 or Scan the QR code.

_ The Little Red Wagon

~ March EImwood Food Pantry:

All food items needed.

Monetary donations are also welcome
for both food pantries. Donations can be dropped off
113 West E Street, EImwood. The food pantry assists
individual cases and serves as a monthly distribution site
on the 3rd Saturday of every month. Also, monetary do-
nations can be made at the American Exchange Bank in
Elmwood. For the Syracuse food pantry, checks can be
made to Syracuse Area Churches Food Pantry and
brought to First Bank of Nebraska. Thank you for your
support!

- \ Please donate to First Luther-

ool , )
& - {) an’s Coat drive! A box has been
7\’ kgs(:é‘]; placed in the narthex. All coats and warm

T o—. Clothing, (including scarves, mittens, and
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LOCATION:1434 N 30™ ROAD, AVOCA, NE

Thrivent Funded
All Proceeds go to those in need

(4
P, Growing in

Faith -

reaching out in love.




Thrivent Choice

Dollars

Thank you to all Thrivent
members who elected to
distribute their Choice
Dollars to our church. Collectively, the church re-
ceived $4,066 in 2025. If you are a Thrivent member
and qualify with specified levels of billed premium or
contract value, you have funds available each year to
distribute to the nonprofit organization of your
choice. Your funds accumulate throughout the year
and must be designated by you prior to March 31 of
the following year. Please don’t let your Choice Dol-
lars expire! Designate your nonprofit recipient(s) by
logging in or calling Thrivent. Mark it on your calen-
dar to check for your annual accumulated Choice
Dollars after December 31st and prior to the March
31 deadline.

Thank you for thinking of the church in your giving!
Together, you make a big difference!

Feel free to call a committee member for questions
or assistance: Barb Hillman, Pam Rumery, Gerri Stub-
bendick, Renee Nolte

THRIVENT
FINANCIAL®

grant applications are due

March 15! The Endowment Fund
grant applications for the 2026-2027
school year have been mailed. If you did not receive
one, please call the church office or speak to an En-
dowment committee member. The deadline to turn
in applications is March 15! Thank you!

_ Women'’s Bible Study Group
Please join us by zoom Thursday eve-

nings in March, starting March 12-26 as
= we journey through the book Knowing
3 God by Name by Mary Kassian.

Meal prey Prep-March 15 6-8! Please con-
tact Amanda Stubbendick if you would
Prep like to join.

UeA5am - 12:45pm.
inth8 Parish Hall
All are Welcome!

#Tf

Join us on Palm Sunday, March 29th,from
11:45 a.m-12: 45 p.m. in the Parish Hall for our “Rise
Up with Jesus” Easter Event for families. Let us prepare
to celebrate the greatest gift we have as Christ
followers!

BINGO! Please join us as we continue to play bingo
with the residents of Good Sam! We played in February
and will play again on March 18. There is a box on the
shelf in the narthex for any donations of prizes. The resi-
dents like “word search” large print books, some jewel-
ry, decor for their rooms, lotion or other things you
might think of. Thank you for any donations.

Submitted by Renee Bose

Calendar:

Sunday, March 15 11:30-1 Jr OSJ Game day
Wednesdays, March 18 & 25 6:00 p.m. sunrise service
practice

Sunday, March 29 10:30- Sunday School students sing

Save the Date! Our True North VBS adventure will
be June 22-26 and is open to the whole community for
students, ages 3 years to those that have just complet-
ed the 5th grade. Registration will be open April 5!






Spring Gatherings Women of the

K 226~ E|CAZ

“Together in Christ”

“...Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as

indeed you are doing.”
—1n Thessalonians 5:11, NRSVue

Offering designated as follows: 60% Churchwide Women's Organization, 20% Nebraska
Synodical Women's Organization, and 20% Lutheran Disaster Response

Spring Gatherings 2026 Registration Form

Mame

Address

City State + Zip

Fhone E-mail

Congregation/City

Special Needs

Subject to Change,  please mark which Spring Gathering you are attending:
refer to updates

found on the website. K Date Conference  City Deadline
O March7 High Plains  Mo. Platte Feb. 25

Send form and $20.00 payment _

to: O March 14 Southeast Falls City March 4
Joe Reiser NSWO Treasurer [1 Marcn28  Midlands  Wahoo March 18
Butte, NE G&T22 O April 11 Central rural Albion  Apnl 7
nswo.treasurer@gmail.com [ April 18 Metro East  Millard April 8

Check payable to: L April 25 Northeast Wakefield  Apnl 15
Women of the ELCA O May2 So. Praiie  Minden April 22

Registration fee is transferable, not refundable

6 — February 2026



[

AFPY BIETHDAY:
2 - Mark Carlson
Eevin Slattery
& - Hamnah
Crownover
T -Shane Kirchhoff
Harper Meeske
& - Een Lamb
o- 7 Hillman
E:{'r?ig Enake
Liam Weston
11- Eon Vodicka
13- Jackson
Schroeder
14- Troy Menghim
Bmceﬂ}étubbmdick
Hollie Enake
18- Sherry Ross
Conme Schntz
Mary Ehnker
Mar. 20- Grace Jacobson
Barb Lamb
Mar. 21- Fon Behling
Mar. 22- Bailey Boitnott
Mar. 24- Chns Howard
Feese Stubbendick
Mar. 27- Letha Buchholz
Cathy Callaway
Bhett Wilson
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HAPPY ANMNIVERSARY TO:

Mar. 5 - Don & Came
Havemsn

Mar.11 -Leon & Eenee
Bose

Mar. 23 -Bob & Deniza
Fischer

-Albert & Anmy

Mar. 27- N&? Heather
Eestler

Mar. 30-Dave & Bonme
Carlson
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Z
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2026
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 37000 OwortaDay | 7
5p Catechism | Men's Bible of Prayer
7p Lenten Study -
Evening prayer | 5:30 p Bible
Study
No Zoom Bible
Study
Ssasower | 9 10 11 12 13 14
ship o Ew_mmg 6p Catechism | 7:00a Men's
9:30a Sunday star Circle 7p Lenten Bible Study
School h Ewening prayer | 5:30 p Sible
Breakfast fund- @ 7:30 couwncl | Stwdy
roiser I~ Meeting &p Bible Study
10:30a Warship vig Zoom
135050 |16 17 18 19 20 21
0:30g Sundiy MNewsletter St Potrick’s &p Catechism 700c Man's 1=t Day of
School Articles due Day &:30p Sunrise | Sible Study Spring
10:30a Warship Practice Ipﬂ.fevsleﬂrr
11-30 JR 051 7p Lenten Mailing
Game da i 5:30 p Bibla
me ooy Evening prayer Seudy
8p Fibla Study
22 23 24 25 26500 |27 28
B:15a Wership 5p Catechism | Men’s Bible
9:30a sunday 5:30 p Practice | Sudy
School 7p Lenten 530 p Bibla
10:300 Wor- Evening prayer :m;:“ Sruch
ship il i ¥

2 9paim sun-
day 5:150 Wor-
ship 930 5un-
day School
10:30a Warship
Students sing
Rise Up Event

30

7p Lenten
Evening proyer

31

1p MMM
Bible Study

7p Lenten
Evening prayer

Accompanists: Cathy Callaway, Donna Crownover, Lon
Lindau

Vocahists: Amanda Stubbendick, Manlyn Kirchhoff, Karen
Schweitzer, Amanda Pekoy
Altar Guild: Eenee Nolte, Donna Mehlin Barb Lingle Robyn

Stubbendick

Pastor: Adam Klinker 402-660-2411
Administrator in Office: Mon. - Tho. 9 am- Jpm




