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The Little Red Wagon  
June -Syracuse Food Pantry:  Special re-
quests: canned fruit and vegetables, 
mac & cheese, cereal, peanut butter, 

jellies. Thank you for your continued support! 

Giving Online If you would like the 
convenience of giving online you can do 
so by using the website: 

 https://onrealm.org/firstlutheranavoca/Give or Text 
NORTHBRANCH to 73256 or Scan the QR code.  

Giving Opportunities 

2nd Mile Giving 

Project Estimated 
Cost 

To Date 

Global Health Ministries On Going $22,130 

Peru Missionaries On Going $19,915 

2nd Mile Shed $20,000 $10,991 

Treasurer’s Report  
Current Fund (Pastor and Administration, Office, 
Building, Education, Worship expenses) 
Received through April 30:     $80,740.44 
Expenses through March 31:  $76,037.29 
Budgeted through March 31:  $84,428.37 
Our giving has covered our expenses through April 
with a cushion of $4,703.15. Thank you for your 
thoughtful giving. 

Council Corner 

Highlight/May2026 Meeting 
New Business: 
• 150th Anniversary Committee will be formed soon 
Pastor’s Report 
• 21 Pastoral visits were made 
• With the conclusion of catechism, 4/29, there are 5 

expected confirmands 
• Altar servers & worship volunteers needed 
• Attended the Institute for Liturgical studies in Val-

paraiso, Indiana in April 
• Continued planning for Lutherland 
• Continued planning for Boundaries Water trip 
• Vacation in July 
• Training sessions for altar servers in May & June 
• Youth Representative: 
• No report 
Worship & Music: 
• No report 
Board of Property: 
• Parsonage flooded, damaged water heater 
• Sidewalk needs repaired along with foundation of 

parsonage 
• Holes for critters entering church has been fixed 
• Sign-up will be created for clean-up of church  
Board of Deacons: 
• No report 
Youth and Family: 
• Meeting soon to discuss VBS and other summer 

activities 
• Planning a faith focused panel as a youth event 
Board of Christian Education 
• Great turnout for teacher appreciation and service 

project 
• Muffins with Mom was held in May 
• Donuts for Dad will be held in June 
• VBS week of June22 
Witness & Fellowship 
• No report 
Board of Stewardship 
• Shared blessing granted 
• A reminder to congregation that this fund is availa-

ble for those in need. 

 A complete set of minutes is available on the kiosk in 
the narthex. 
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  Leader’s Spotlight 

  By Renee Nolte 
 
Cecil Frances Alexander wrote these familiar words in the 1800s in Ire-
land: 
 
 All things bright and beautiful, 
 All creatures great and small, 
 All things wise and wonderful, 
 The Lord God made them all. 
 

She wrote many poems and hymns that are still known and loved today. This particular poem be-
came the inspiration for a series of books by James Herriot, who wrote about his experiences as a 
country veterinarian in Yorkshire, England. His stories remind us to notice the beauty around us, to 
pause and admire God’s creation, and to be faithful caretakers of all He has made. 
 
Although the poem speaks mostly of animals, its message reaches far beyond them — 
to plants, valleys and mountaintops, and the people around us. This summer, whether you are tend-
ing crops or a garden, caring for livestock or pets, traveling to explore new places, supporting family 
members, or simply enjoying time with friends, take a moment to step back and marvel at God’s 
creation. Notice how the world around you — in all its vibrancy, individuality, and beauty — enrich-
es your life each day. 
Say a prayer of thanksgiving for all His creation and remember to “Praise God, from whom all bless-
ings flow.” 
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Church News and Events 

Stewardship Notes  

Altar Server Training ses-
sions in  June 
All third- through 12th -graders at 
North Branch are eligible and encour-
aged to serve as acolytes and crucifers. 

Summer is a great time to learn how to serve. Pastor 
Adam has scheduled several training sessions. Please 
attend one that works best for you:  
•     Sundays, June 7 and June 14  
           at 8 a.m.  (right before the 9 a.m. service) 

Ninth Annual Towel 
Drive for People’s City 
Mission 
Stewardship would like to of-
fer a new giving opportunity 

and encourage you to participate in the People's 
City Mission of Lincoln, ninth annual Towel Drive. 
People’s City Mission currently houses 342 guests 
and distributes approximately 5,500 towels each 
year, making them one of the most consistently 
needed items at the shelter. Please consider donat-
ing new and used towels starting now through the 
end of June. Please utilize the donation tote locat-
ed in the narthex. Thank you! 

Shared Blessing funds 
Stewardship would like to give an update on how 
things are going with our Shared Blessings funds 
from the Cass County food stand. We have received 
a wide range of requests this past year for assis-
tance from families needing help with the cost of 
utilities to avoid a shut off,  to home repairs, house 
fires, family illness, assistance at the area food pan-
tries, and a deposit on rent so a family could avoid 
homelessness. Everyone has been so grateful for 
the financial help and for our prayers!  
We still have funds available, and we want to con-
tinue giving back to our community. But we need 
your help! Please let Pastor, a council member, or 
a stewardship member know if you have someone 
in your life that needs a helping hand. The recipi-
ent is not required to be a member of First Luther-
an; they only need to live in a town or school dis-
trict that our members live in. We want to help and 
continue to share our blessings! 

 

The Outreach Committee of the Wom-
en of the Church will hold a brief meeting on 
June 7 at 10:00 a.m. All women are invited to join 
us in the Parish Hall for fellowship and refresh-
ments. 

Mark you calendars for 
the Lifeway Women’s 
Event, August 28-29! In 
the Word is coming to Lincoln 
Berean church and we would 

love to get a group together to attend. Please let 
Amanda Stubbendick know by June 15 if you would 
like to go! For more information, check out this link: 
https://www.lifeway.com/en/events/in-the-word 

Summer Bible Study Book Club This year 
for summer bible study, we will be reading one thou-
sand gifts by Ann Voskamp. We will meet  on Thurs-
days, June 18, July 9 and July 30. Please let Amanda 
Stubbendick know if you would like to join! 

Family and Youth Events  

True North VBS Picnic and program!  
Please join us Sunday, June 28 for our VBS program 
that will be during 10:00 a.m. worship service. 
(Please note the change in worship time!) This will 
be followed by a picnic, games and fellowship. All are 
welcome!  Also, if you would like to help, please 
check out the VBS display in the narthex or go online 
to our Amazon wish list! If you have any questions or 
would like to volunteer, please contact our youth di-
rector, Amanda Stubbendick. This event that impacts 
kids throughout our area wouldn’t be possible with-
out your help and support, thank you!  
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Lutheran World Relief needs your help! We are collecting items for personal care and school kits. A 
list of needed items is available below.  Donations will be accepted through October 18th. 
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