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The Little Red Wagon  
July-Elmwood Food Pantry:  Special re-
quests: canned pork and beans, canned 
fruits, cream of mushroom and chicken 

soups.  Please see the article below for a special out-
reach project. Thank you for your continued support! 

Giving Online If you would like the 
convenience of giving online you can do 
so by using the website: 

 https://onrealm.org/firstlutheranavoca/Give or Text 
NORTHBRANCH to 73256 or Scan the QR code.  

Giving Opportunities 

2nd Mile Giving 

Project Estimated 
Cost 

To Date 

Global Health Ministries On Going $22,130 

Peru Missionaries On Going $19,915 

2nd Mile Shed $20,000 $10,991 

Treasurer’s Report  
Current Fund (Pastor and Administration, Office, 
Building, Education, Worship expenses) 
Received through May 31:     $98,582.23 
Expenses through May  31:  $93,790.04 
Budgeted through May 31:  $105,535.47 
Our giving has covered our expenses through May 
with a cushion of $4,792.19. Thank you for your 
thoughtful giving. 

The Birthday Cake Project 
The Women’s outreach committee is 
teaming up with the local food banks! 
The Birthday Cake Project provides cake 
kits to local food banks, ensuring 

all kids and adults can enjoy a birthday cake on their 
special day. Place a cake mix, can of frosting, and 
one soda can (any flavor but we like Coke or Sprite!) in 
a disposable cake pan. 
Please place completed kits in the tote located in the 
Narthex by August 16th. 

No June council meeting, council will re-
sume on July 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

FAIR STAND VOLUN-
TEERS NEEDED! 
 We are excited for the fourth 
year of our Food Stand at the 
Cass County Fair (August 4-

8).  Once again we are going to need many helping 
hands to make this year successful. Volunteers are 
needed for the following: 

1.      Food stand workers  - August 4 - 8 – Volun-
teers are needed to set-up, food prep, and serve 
food/pies during the fair. A Sign Up Genius link is 
available on the church website where you can 
sign up online to work a shift (or two J). You can 
also sign up on Sundays in church, or contact 
Cathy Callaway (402-580-7781).  
 
2.  Pies/Brownies - If you are interested in donat-
ing a pie (baked or bought) or brownies for the 
stand this year, there is a sign up sheet in the nar-
thex, or you can call and leave information about 
your donation with the church office. If you have 
any questions. text or leave a voice mail for Angie 
Gubbels (402-269-5311). 
 
3.  Food stand clean up - July 26th @ 5PM –
  Volunteers are needed to sweep, clean, paint, 
etc. the food stand to get it ready for opening day. 
All supplies will be provided, just bring yourself if 
you are able to help (and wear old clothes). No 
sign up needed; sandwiches and drinks will be 
provided after! 

 Thanks for ALL you are doing to help make this an-
other successful year in raising money for local mis-
sionary work… God’s Work, Our Hands! 
   The Fair Stand Committee 
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Lutheran World Relief needs your help!  We are collecting items for personal care and school kits. 
A list of all needed items is available in the narthex. Donations will be accepted through October 18. Thank you 
for your support! 
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Church News and Events 

Church Events  A note of Thanks!  

Faith Focused Discussion! 
Please join the youth and family 
committee for a faith focused dis-
cussion with members of our 
church. Members of our church 

will share how they have grown in their faith over 
the years including discussing how their faith has 
been tested and how they’ve learned to trust God 
and have faith in his timing. 
This event will be held on Sunday July 26 right 
after church. We will have a light brunch. We hope 
you can join us for real life examples of God and the 
Holy Spirit at work in our lives. 

A BIG THANK YOU! 
Many thanks to the members of our church family 
who supported the brunch sponsored by the Wom-
en of the Church on Sunday, June 14. Brunch pro-
ceeds were designated to go toward assisting in the 
relief efforts for those many families in central Ne-
braska who have lost so much due to the horrific 
wild fires. The brunch generated $1,054. A check for 
$1,100 was sent to the Nebraska Cattlemen’s Disas-
ter Relief Fund. According to Laura Field, executive 
vice president of the Nebraska Cattlemen, “100% of 
the money that comes in goes out to people affected 
in a state-declared disaster. The fund benefits live-
stock producers in the state and recipients do not 
have to be a member of Nebraska Cattlemen.” We 
are blessed that we can be of assistance to these 
families. 

Thank You to everyone that helped 
raise the flags and lowered them for 
Memorial Day weekend. It is greatly 
appreciated to see so many show up 
to do this each year! 

THANK YOU! A huge thank you to our church 
family for making VBS an overwhelming success 
again this year. Over and over again I hear from 
families how much their kiddos enjoy VBS ant North 
Branch and that is only possible because of YOU! 
Each member of our church family pitches in wheth-
er you donate time or money or if you hold us up in 
prayer, you make all the difference! Thank you for 
making it to possible to minister and share God’s 
love with 85 kiddos this year.   
    Amanda Stubbendick 

Otoe and Cass County 
Fair Parade Float 
The county fairs are right around 
the corner and we are looking for 
members who would be willing to 

represent the church by riding the float.  
• The Otoe County fair parade is Sunday August 

2nd and the float will line up around 3:30 with 
the parade starting at 4.  

• The Cass County fair parade is Saturday August 
8th, the float will line up around 5:30 and the 
parade will start at 6.  

If you would like to ride either or both floats please 
let Pastor or Amanda Stubbendick know so we can 
direct you to where the float gets parked before the 
parade.  

A Big Thank You for all the prizes that I found in the 
box in the narthex! The Good Sam residents loved 
them! Especially the footies! One of our First Luther-
an members was the first to grab those as a prize. I 
really appreciate you thinking of them!  
      Renee Bose 
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An Invitation to all women of our North Branch Church family 
to join our Women’s group! 
Both our Purpose Statement and our Mission Statement are printed in our First 
Lutheran Church Women of the ELCA Yearbook. Hopefully this thumbnail sketch of 
our Women’s Group will provide you with some additional information as to what 

we are all about. 
Our Women’s Group is comprised of three committees: the Service Committee, the Fund Raising 
Committee, and the Outreach Committee. Here is a synopsis of the activities of each. 
The Service Committee coordinates the Work Groups who serve at various church functions which might 
include weddings, anniversaries, funerals, etc. The Work Groups set up the event, possibly prepare 
and/or serve food, and clean up after the activity. Since employment obligations prevent many women 
from helping during the week, these ladies may be able to assist by providing food for the event. You 
will notice in the Yearbook the Work Groups are divided into time availability: Monday-Friday; Saturday 
&amp; Sunday; or Food Only. 
The Service Committee also coordinates the Altar Guild—responsible for altar linens, making 
communion bread, preparing and cleaning up communion, altar flowers, candles for worship, and other 
minor duties. A coordinator and three ladies serve on the Altar Committee each month. 
One additional annual activity of the Service Committee is to send “goodie boxes” in the fall to all of our 
youth who are in college. Knowing that fall finals are very stressful, we send them “goodie boxes” to let 
them know that their church family continues to pray for them and support them on their educational 
journey as they prepare to take their finals. 
Our Fund Raising coordinators obviously are in charge of planning our fund-raising activities. We 
typically have two or three per year (more or less depending on need). In November we have a short 
meeting to discuss the disbursement of the funds we have raised. We annually support Missions in both 
Omaha and Lincoln, Backpack Programs in local communities, Camp Carol Joy Holling quilt raffle, Table 
Grace Ministries, Friendship House , ELCA Disaster Relief, and Post Prom activities for local schools to 
name a few. 
Our Outreach Committee coordinators facilitate donations to Lutheran World Relief. Last year (2025) 
this included 54 school kits, 25 personal care kits, and 138 quilts (some going to Lutheran World Relief 
and others taken to the Pine Ridge Reservation). This committee also coordinates the Thank Offering 
Service in November. 
As you can see, we have a lot of opportunities for women of all ages to get involved. Our First Lutheran 
Church women work hard to live out our church mission: to “Grow in Faith and Reach Out in Love!” 
We are anxious to get additional women from our church family involved and invite you to join us in 
whatever way you choose. If you have any questions about any of the activities, give a shout out to me; 
if I can’t answer your question, I will put you in contact with someone who can. We look forward to 
working with you in whatever capacity that might be. 
 
First Lutheran Church Women 
Dixie Dobbs, Treasurer 
Cell: 402.890.5874--- email: cd93541@windstream.net 
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“The Branch” 
First Lutheran Church 
1434 N 30th Road 
Avoca NE 68307 
402-275-3300 
 

Pastoral Emergency Contact: Pastor Adam Klinker 
 Church Office: 402-275-3300  
 Cell:   402-660-2411   
 Email: pastor@firstlutheranavoca.org 
       E-mail: office@firstlutheranavoca.org 
  Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00a -2:00p 

First Lutheran Church 
1434 N 30th Rd. 
Avoca, NE 68307-8233 
 
 

Address Service Requested 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

Avoca, Nebraska 68307 
Permit No. 1 

PRESIDENT ................ Josh Stubbendick 269-5770 
V. PRESIDENT ........... Kelsey Stubbendick 416-8888 
SECRETARY ............... Chantelle Schroeder269-7303 
TREASURER ............... Renee Nolte 297-5187 
DIRECTOR OF 
DEACONS .................... Dennis Knake 960-8869 
EDUCATION ............... Sherri Wilson   275-3795 
STEWARDSHIP ......... Emily Iske   269-5491 
PROPERTY .................. Doug Jacobson 416-7174  
YOUTH& FAMILY ..... Marci Gartner 430-8324 
WORSHIP& MUSIC .. Becca Berner 297-9172 
FELLOWSHIP………..Robyn Stubbendick 269-7094 

 C h u r c h  C O U N C I L /O F F I C E R S 

Summer Worship May 24-Sept 6 
9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 

W o r s h i p   S c h e d u l e 

Web page: www.firstlutheranavoca.org 


