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ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL

MEETING

Amnual Congregational-
Meeting
Sunday, [anuary 18

Cur annual meeting will be held
following the 10:30 a.m. warship
sarvice on lan., 18, Plezse attend
thisimpaortant meeting of our con-
gregation. All confirmed members
of the church are eligible to vote.
Itemns on the 2genda are spproval
of the 2026 budget, election of
council officers and other pos-
tons.

“MAY YOU SHINE THE LIGHT
OF CHRIST IN THE NEW
YEAR."

Dhaar Church,

It's a new year and new oppaortunities. abound in
Gaod's dhurnch, God s workd, and God’s ane and anly
wau! B the calendar turns. ta 2026, many of us are
prohabdy malking the usual resodutions. How about a
spiritual resolution this year? baybe you've been
wanting o reinvigorat & your prayer or devational
fife. Perhaps you're inter ested in living mare liturgi-
cally—yes, such athing can be done guiside of the
sanctuary walls ! aybe you want to lsan deeper
intellectually to thefaith. in all these things, First
Lutheran has resounoes!

For instance, when you receive this newsletter, we'll
probably stll be in the Christmas sesson—it lasts for
twedva days, as aur Sunday Schoodsrs musically re-
minded ws recenthy. Each day of Christmas contin-
uess the celshration begun Dec. 24,25, You can still ghee litthe gifes, perfonm ttle services
o the members of your housshold or mmmunity in that time—a reminder that you can
lowe your neighbor at any time of the year, of course!

Then, Christmas comies 1o an @nd on Jan. 6—Epiphany! This & the day that csleheat e
the wisit of the Wise Men to lesus, as todd in Matthew, chapter 2. 8t home, you can read
this story as a family and ponder what it means that Jesus s revealed {an epiphany!] 1o
the Gentiles. {non- lewish people} at such a young age, and recognized by thess Gantile
wisitors as the Savior. Think also what each of the gifts brought by the Magi—gold, frank-
incenze, myrrh— means. As aritual, you can mark with chalk the entrances. o your home
with the blessing: 20+ C+M + B + 26

The 20 and 26 obwisushynote the year, OME i the acranym for the Latin Christus Man-
signam Benedicat—"Christ Bles this Howse™ The letters also nod to the traditional
names of the Wise Man: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar.

The Sunday after Epiphany is marked by the Baptism of Our Lord. We hear about Jesus’s
baptism in all four Gospels. This Churdh Year, we arein Year 8, which langely talkes its
readings from Matthew's Gosped. Matthew's version appears. in Chapter 3, verses 13-17,
wihere lohn and Jesus shane an interesting dialogue. Read that wersion and talk about
baptism. f you're not already daing so, make a plan this year 1o celebrat @ the baptismal
birthdays of sveryone in your househod ! Not sure of your baptismal birthday? if you
waer e baptized at First Lutheran, we can look that up for you!

After Epiphany and the Baptism of Our Lond, we spend some time in the shorter “green
segson” of the Church—the Time After Epiphany. Do you pay attention to the changing
codors of the Church Yeaar? Gresn for “Ordinary Time,” purnpde far Lent, white for Easterf
Chrristmas fother festivals, red for PentecostRefonmation saints” and aposthes” days, and
blue for Adwent. With the changing of the colors, perhaps you also would like to hawve
saame codar indicatian in pour hame {maybe dishtowels or a flag) 1o denate what sesson
werein. Iif you'd like a Church Year calendar, pick one up in the Narthex. This calendar
absa allves you 1o ses the lectionary readings for each Sunday—another opportunity te
dig inta your Bible befare or after Divine Sarvice 1o ponder God's Ward.

and, of course, First Lutheran is teeming owver with studies for delving desper into faith
and the Bibde. Check the calendar in the newsletter for dates and times. We are always
happy bo wedooime new Faces.

‘Wihatewer n ewness the new year brings to your life, may it be blessed, as you are

bleszed by Christ besus, our Lowd and Savior! Peace to all in 20261




Highlight/December 2025 Meeting

Old Business:

e Nominating committee has a full slate for the up-
coming elections and are in need of two more vol-
unteers to complete the list

e 2026 Budget review

e Property insurance and salary benefits are going up

New Business:

e Connie Eidenmiller and Karen Schweitzer are avail-
able to perform the annual audit

Pastor’s Report:

e Performed 14 pastoral visits, attended worship at
Lindenview and the usual Bible study groups.

e Preparing services for Blue Christmas, Christmas
Eve services, Christmas day and the annual open
house at the parsonage

Youth Representative:

e Kyle Cavanaugh reported that the youth group
went shopping in Lincoln on Dec. 7 for kids in need.
Monetary donations to shop came from the Wom-
en’s group and the youth account to total $550

Worship & Music:

e Hanging of the Greens was well attended

Board of Property:

e Noreport

Board of Deacons:

e Council put together candy bags on Dec. 14

Board of Stewardship:

e Noreport

Youth and Family:

e Noreport

Giving Opportunities

2nd Mile Giving
Project Estimated To Date

Cost
Global Health Ministries On Going $22,130
Peru Missionaries On Going $19,915
2nd Mile Shed $20,000 $10,991

Treasurer’s Report

Current Fund (Pastor and Administration, Office,
Building, Education, Worship)

Received through November 30: $181,646.48
Expenses through November 30:  $196,268.95
Budgeted through November 30: $224,797.87

We currently have a shortfall of $14,622.47 for 2025.
The offering received and listed here does not include
Sunday, Nov. 30th offering as that was deposited in
December. Please prayerfully consider your giving.
Thank you.

Giving Online If you would like the

convenience of giving online you can do

so by using the website:
https://onrealm.org/firstlutheranavoca/Give or Text
NORTHBRANCH to 73256 or Scan the QR code.

_ The Little Red Wagon

~ January Elmwood Food Pantry
" Special requests: Canned fruit/
vegetables, cereals, laundry deter-
gent and toilet tissue. All food items needed.
Monetary donations are also welcome, checks can
be made to Syracuse Area Churches Food Pantry
and brought to First Bank of Nebraska. Thank
you for your support!

Please donate to First

rd Lutheran’s coat drive! A
$ donation box has been placed in
the narthex for our coat and
mitten drive for the Open Door

Mission and People’s City Mission. All coats and warm
clothing, (including scarves, mittens, and gloves) are ap-
preciated!
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Save the Date for VBS
June 22-26" 2026

North Branch

Mark your calendars for the week of

June 22-26th for our “True North” VBS Theme
for 2026! We will be taking our VBS students on the
ultimate adventure where Northern Lights shine over
majestic mountains, rivers & glaciers. We will be
guiding them towards Jesus, He is a faithful friend we
can always trust. He’s our True North!

“May the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ
be blessed! On account
of his vast mercy, he has
given us new birth. You
have been born anew into
a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus

Christ from the dea

1PETER 1:3

10 Faith Messages for

2026 Below are original,
heartfelt messages to guide
your year. Each one carries
encouragement rooted in
Scripture and written for real
life.

1. “God is closer than your
worries.” As you enter 2026,
remember that your fears
don’t push God away they pull Him closer. He meets you in
the heaviness and lifts what you cannot carry alone.
Scripture: Psalm 34:18

2. “Peace doesn’t mean life is calm; it means God is pre-
sent.” This year will not be perfect, but God’s peace is
strong enough to anchor you in every season. Peace is a
gift not a reward for having a problem-free life.

Scripture: John 14:27

3. “Your faith doesn’t need to be loud just alive.” You
don’t have to have all the answers. A quiet, steady trust
can change your whole year. Scripture: Matthew 17:20

4. “God is already preparing solutions for prayers you
haven’t prayed yet.” Walk confidently into 2026 knowing
God’s answers often begin long before we even ask.
Scripture: Isaiah 65:24

5. “You’re not behind; you're being prepared.” If life feels
slow or delayed, God may be shaping something in you not
withholding from you. Scripture: Jeremiah 29:11

6. “Some battles become easier the moment you hand
them to God.” You don’t have to solve everything. You
don’t even have to understand everything. Let God fight
what’s too heavy for your heart. Scripture: Exodus 14:14
7. “Grace fills the spaces where your strength runs out.”
You don’t need to be strong all the time. God’s grace was
designed for your weak moments.

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 12:9

8. “Your story isn’t stuck; God is still writing.” 2026 could
bring chapters you never expected chapters filled with
healing, restoration, and new beginnings.

Scripture: Philippians 1:6

9. “Small steps of faith create big spiritual change.” Most
breakthroughs begin quietly. One small prayer, one small
act of obedience, one gentle shift in mindset.

Scripture: Proverbs 16:9

10. “God’s love is the one thing that won’t change this
year.” Circumstances will come and go, but His love re-
mains steady and unshaken. Scripture: Romans 8:38-39




5 WL undie Sunday- Jan. 18
UNDIE Please mark your calendars for
SUNDAY our annual “Undie Sunday”
drive! Often, we take basic
items like undergarments for
granted, but for those in need, they restore a sense
of dignity and comfort. Please bring new packages of
socks and underwear for all on January 18. Jesus
showed us that loving others includes tending to
practical needs, affirming worth, and showing that no

one is overlooked.
Submitted by Stewardship & Social Ministry

DESSERTS The OS] is looking
NEED D for help with the

*h* " “desserts for this

* e ‘4;( year’s soup lunch on
M / e January 18. Please
scan the QR code to sign up to help. Thank you for
your support!

MEAL PREP

SUNDAY JANUARY 18TH
6-8P

Please join us by zoom Thursday evenings
in January at 8 p.m. as we journey
through the book of Psalms and gain a
deeper understanding of who God is and
be encouraged to hold on to Him no matter what is
happening around you. Please contact Amanda Stub-
bendick if you have any questions or would like to
join!

4 2027 Lutherland trip
There will be a brief interest
meeting between services on
Jan. 11 for those who might like
to make a pilgrimage to Germa-

ny in January 2027.

Youth Events
? ? ? All 5-8th grade 0S]J Lock-
[f] ? &?é in! saturday, January 10 at 7

vouth Lock-In P-M- until January 11 at 8:15 a.m.
Join us for a Christ-centered night
of activities and fun!

\ August Boundary Wa-
" ters canoe trip
i All OSJ members and parents
CANOE TRIP interested in the Boundary Wa-

ters trip the first week of Au-

gust, if you could let Pastor Adam know by the end
of January, we are trying to firm up the numbers and
details.

~.( ) Attention 3rd grade parents!
E 1st Communion will be Sunday Febru-
~." ary 15th with a reception for the stu-
COFIrS’C dents between services. We will have

mmuﬂ\ a time of learning and preparation the
two Sundays leading up to this (February 1st and 8th)
following late church. Please get ahold of Amanda or
Pastor if it doesn’t work for your student to attend on
either the 1st or 8th and we will arrange other times.
We look forward to celebrating each one of these
kids as they take this exciting step in their faith jour-
ney.

A




NORTH BRANCH
O0SJ SOUP LUNCH
SUNDAY JANUARY 18"
11:30AM-1:00PM




Tidings of Joy were had at First Lutheran!

We were blessed by the
joyful noise of our North
Branch choir during Ad-
~ vent Season. Thank you to \“

‘ ~ all of our talented singers! y

A Christmas musical performance by our Sunday
School students was enjoyed by all during worship on
Sunday, December 14.

A\
L

Above: Our Order of St. John youth spent Sunday, De-
cember 7 ,Christmas shopping in Lincoln for those in
need in our community. It was a joy to see them consid-
er the needs of others and to gratefully practice such
love.

MAKE A

OYFIUL
“Noise

TO THE & A | W
RD North Branch Sunday School students provided their tal-
ﬂ ent to our friends at the Good Samaritan Center in Syra-

cuse on December 7th! Thanks be to God for them!

)



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TiO:

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Jan.

Jan.
Jan.

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

HAPPY

Jan. 24 -

1
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11
12
13
14
15

16
13
15

20

21
22

26
27
25

- Tyler Crownowver

- Corie Gorton

- Gary Wockenfuss

- Mason Berner

- Ewerly Wiebusch

- Garrett Collin

- John Rakes

- Candice Brockhoff
Kirby Drake

- Mick Jacobson

- Tom Brammier

- Morgan Buchholz

- Alvina Blaikie

- Darci 5teinhoff
Stacie Collin
Mike Fischer

- Carol Bermer

- Kent Nutzman

- Tyler Brunsting
Michael Carlson

- Will Klinker
MaKenzie Wilson

- Ron Wilson

- Bill Copley
Greg Frye
Zane Howard

- Ruby Lutjemeyer

- Susie Meumeister

- Kate Harris
Carter Schroeder
Maddux Mowry

ANNIVERSAREY

Craig & Manlyn
Ewchhoff
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Accompamsts: Jan Miebuhr, Cathy Callawavy, Donna Crown-
over, Lon Lindau
Veocalists: Manlyn Euchhoff, Karen Schweitzer, Amanda Pekny
Altar Commuttes: Barb Lamb, Julie Bamer, Amanda Stub-

bendick, Shem Wilson
Pastor: Adam Elinker (402) 660-2411
Church Admumstrator in Office Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am. -

2:00 pm

1

Church Office
Closed

4

8:15a Worship
9:30a Sunday
School

10:30a Wor-
ship

6

Epiphany

i

7

&p Youth AMeal
&:30p Cate-
chism

8

7a Men’s Bible
Stwdy

5:30p Bible
Study

8:00p Zoom
Bible Study
“As for Me”

10

Tp-8:15a
Sth-8th grode
Q5] Lock-in

et Lock,

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

8:15a Worship &p Youth Meal | 7a Men’s Bible
9:30a Sunday &:30p Cate- Stwdy

School chism 5:30p Bible
Germany 7:30p Courcil Study
Meeting Meeting £:00p Zpom
10:30a Wor- Bible Study
ship

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Undie sunday Church office Newsletter &p Youth Meal | 7o Men’s Bible
&:150 Worship Closed articles due &:30p Caote- Study

5:300 Sunday chism 1p Newsletter
5':'_1”] i Mailing
;i'::; m"fg 5:30p Bible
O5J Soup Lunch Study

&8 Meal Prep 8p Bible Study
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
8:15a Worship &p Youth Meal | 7a Men's Bible
9:30g Sunday &:30p Cate- Stwdy

School chism 5:30p Bible
10:30a Wor- Stwdy

ship 8:00p Zoom

Bible Study




