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The Little Red Wagon  
January Elmwood Food Pantry  
Special requests:  Canned fruit/
vegetables, cereals, laundry deter-

gent and toilet tissue. All food items needed. 
Monetary donations are also welcome, checks can 
be made to Syracuse Area Churches Food Pantry 
and brought to  First Bank of Nebraska. Thank 
you for your support! 

Giving Online If you would like the 
convenience of giving online you can do 
so by using the website: 

 https://onrealm.org/firstlutheranavoca/Give or Text 
NORTHBRANCH to 73256 or Scan the QR code.  

Giving Opportunities 

2nd Mile Giving 

Project Estimated 
Cost 

To Date 

Global Health Ministries On Going $22,130 

Peru Missionaries On Going $19,915 

2nd Mile Shed $20,000 $10,991 

Treasurer’s Report  
Current Fund (Pastor and Administration, Office, 
Building, Education, Worship) 
Received through November 30:     $181,646.48 
Expenses through November 30:     $196,268.95 
Budgeted through November 30:    $224,797.87 
We currently have a shortfall of $14,622.47 for 2025. 
The offering received and listed here does not include 
Sunday, Nov. 30th offering as that was deposited in 
December. Please prayerfully consider your giving. 
Thank you. 

Council Corner 

Please donate to First 
Lutheran’s coat drive!  A 
donation box has been placed in 
the narthex for our coat and 
mitten drive for the Open Door 

Mission and People’s City Mission. All coats and warm 
clothing, (including scarves, mittens, and gloves) are ap-
preciated! 

Highlight/December 2025 Meeting 
Old Business: 
 Nominating committee has a full slate for the up-

coming elections and are in need of two more vol-
unteers to complete the list 

 2026 Budget review 
 Property insurance and salary benefits are going up 
New Business: 
 Connie Eidenmiller and Karen Schweitzer are avail-

able  to perform the annual audit 
Pastor’s Report: 
 Performed 14 pastoral visits, attended worship at 

Lindenview and the usual Bible study groups. 
 Preparing services for Blue Christmas, Christmas 

Eve services, Christmas day and the annual open 
house at the parsonage 

Youth Representative: 
 Kyle Cavanaugh reported that the youth group 

went shopping in Lincoln on Dec. 7 for kids in need. 
Monetary donations to shop came from the Wom-
en’s group and the youth account to total $550 

Worship & Music: 
 Hanging of the Greens was well attended 
Board of Property: 
 No report 
Board of Deacons: 
 Council put together candy bags on Dec. 14 
Board of Stewardship: 
 No report 
Youth and Family: 
 No report 
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10 Faith Messages for 
2026 Below are original, 
heartfelt messages to guide 
your year. Each one carries 
encouragement rooted in 
Scripture and written for real 
life. 
1. “God is closer than your 
worries.” As you enter 2026, 
remember that your fears 

don’t push God away they pull Him closer. He meets you in 
the heaviness and lifts what you cannot carry alone. 
Scripture: Psalm 34:18 
2. “Peace doesn’t mean life is calm; it means God is pre-
sent.” This year will not be perfect, but God’s peace is 
strong enough to anchor you in every season. Peace is a 
gift not a reward for having a problem-free life. 
Scripture: John 14:27 
3. “Your faith doesn’t need to be loud just alive.” You 
don’t have to have all the answers. A quiet, steady trust 
can change your whole year. Scripture: Matthew 17:20 
4. “God is already preparing solutions for prayers you 
haven’t prayed yet.” Walk confidently into 2026 knowing 
God’s answers often begin long before we even ask. 
Scripture: Isaiah 65:24 
5. “You’re not behind; you’re being prepared.” If life feels 
slow or delayed, God may be shaping something in you not 
withholding from you. Scripture: Jeremiah 29:11 
6. “Some battles become easier the moment you hand 
them to God.” You don’t have to solve everything. You 
don’t even have to understand everything. Let God fight 
what’s too heavy for your heart. Scripture: Exodus 14:14 
7. “Grace fills the spaces where your strength runs out.” 
You don’t need to be strong all the time. God’s grace was 
designed for your weak moments.  
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 12:9 
8. “Your story isn’t stuck; God is still writing.” 2026 could 
bring chapters you never expected chapters filled with 
healing, restoration, and new beginnings. 
Scripture: Philippians 1:6 
9. “Small steps of faith create big spiritual change.” Most 
breakthroughs begin quietly. One small prayer, one small 
act of obedience, one gentle shift in mindset. 
Scripture: Proverbs 16:9 
10. “God’s love is the one thing that won’t change this 
year.” Circumstances will come and go, but His love re-
mains steady and unshaken. Scripture: Romans 8:38–39 

Mark your calendars for the week of 
June 22-26th for our “True North” VBS Theme 
for 2026! We will be taking our VBS students on the 
ultimate adventure where Northern Lights shine over 
majestic mountains, rivers & glaciers. We will be 
guiding them towards Jesus, He is a faithful friend we 
can always trust. He’s our True North! 
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Church News and Events 

 Undie Sunday-  Jan. 18      
Please mark your calendars for 
our annual “Undie Sunday” 
drive!  Often, we take basic 
items like undergarments for 

granted, but for those in need, they restore a sense 
of dignity and comfort. Please bring new packages of 
socks and underwear for all on January 18.  Jesus 
showed us that loving others includes tending to 
practical needs, affirming worth, and showing that no 
one is overlooked.    
                              Submitted by Stewardship & Social Ministry 

The OSJ is looking 
for help with the 
desserts for this 
year’s soup lunch on 
January 18. Please 

scan the QR code to sign up to help. Thank you for 
your support! 

Youth Events 

Women’s Bible Study Group 
Please join us by zoom Thursday evenings 
in January at 8 p.m. as we journey 
through the book of Psalms and gain a 
deeper understanding of who God is and 

be encouraged to hold on to Him no matter what is 
happening around you. Please contact Amanda Stub-
bendick if you have any questions or would like to 
join! 

All 5-8th grade OSJ Lock-
in!  Saturday, January 10 at 7 
p.m. until January 11 at 8:15 a.m. 
Join us for a Christ-centered night 

of activities and fun! 

August Boundary Wa-
ters canoe trip 
All OSJ members and parents 
interested in the Boundary Wa-
ters trip the first week of Au-

gust, if you could let Pastor Adam know by the end 
of January, we are trying to firm up the numbers and 
details. 

2027 Lutherland trip 
There will be a brief interest 
meeting between services on 
Jan. 11 for those who might like 
to make a pilgrimage to Germa-

ny in January 2027. 

Attention 3rd grade parents! 
1st Communion will be Sunday Febru-
ary 15th with a reception for the stu-
dents between services. We will have 
a time of learning and preparation the 

two Sundays leading up to this (February 1st and 8th) 
following late church. Please get ahold of Amanda or 
Pastor if it doesn’t work for your student to attend on 
either the 1st or 8th and we will arrange other times. 
We look forward to celebrating each one of these 
kids as they take this exciting step in their faith jour-
ney. 
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Tidings of Joy were had at First Lutheran! 

We were blessed by the 
joyful noise of our North 
Branch choir during Ad-
vent Season. Thank you to 
all of our talented singers! 

 Above: Our Order of St. John youth spent Sunday, De-
cember 7 ,Christmas shopping in Lincoln for those in 
need in our community. It was a joy to see them consid-
er the needs of others and to gratefully practice such 
love.  

A Christmas musical performance by our Sunday 
School students was enjoyed by all during worship on 
Sunday, December 14. 

North Branch Sunday School students provided their tal-
ent to our friends at the Good Samaritan Center in Syra-
cuse on December 7th! Thanks be to God for them!  
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