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The Little Red Wagon  
February Syracuse Food Pantry  
  All food items needed. 
Monetary donations are also wel-

come, checks can be made to Syracuse Area 
Churches Food Pantry and brought to  First Bank 
of Nebraska. Thank you for your support! 

Giving Online If you would like the 
convenience of giving online you can do 
so by using the website: 

 https://onrealm.org/firstlutheranavoca/Give or Text 
NORTHBRANCH to 73256 or Scan the QR code.  

Giving Opportunities 

2nd Mile Giving 

Project Estimated 
Cost 

To Date 

Global Health Ministries On Going $22,130 

Peru Missionaries On Going $19,915 

2nd Mile Shed $20,000 $10,991 

Treasurer’s Report  
Current Fund (Pastor and Administration, Office, 
Building, Education, Worship) 
Received through December 31:     $208,867.91 
Expenses through December 31:     $216,066.73 
Budgeted through December 31:    $245,234.04 
 
We close 2025 with a shortfall of $7,198.82. This 
means the 2025 offering and bank interest earned 
was not enough to cover the year's operating expens-
es. We began 2025 with a balance of $12,134.34 in 
the current fund. So we close 2025 with a current 
fund balance of $4,935.52.  
We are thankful to have a positive balance. If 
the balance becomes negative, we use funds that 
have been earmarked for other purposes to pay the 
bills, until our giving increases enough to cover oper-
ating expenses again. 

Council Corner 

Highlight/January 2026 Meeting 
New Business: 
• Reviewed candidates to be voted on at the annual 

meeting 
• Reviewed list of new board members 
• Approved Helping Hands request 
Youth Representative: 
• Nolan Gartner reported that the youth may go to 

Top Golf in February or March 
Worship & Music: 
• Committee will meet in February 
Board of Property: 
• Reported that the Nativity scene needs touch-up 
• Fans in the balcony are not working 
Board of Deacons: 
• No report 
Board of Stewardship: 
• No report 
Youth and Family: 
• No report 
Board of Christian Education 
• Planning for 1st Communion on February 15 during 

the 10:30 a.m. worship service 
Witness & Fellowship 
• Committee has not met yet this year 

 To our family and friends at the First 
Lutheran church: We thank you for 
your prayers, cards, and words of com-
fort. 
To Pastor Adam: We thank you for 

your visits with our family before and after JoAnn’s 
passing and for all your time and effort.  God be with 
you.   The family of JoAnn Michel 

Please donate to First Luther-
an’s Coat drive! A box has been 
placed in the narthex.  All coats and 
warm clothing, (including scarves, 
mittens, and gloves) are appreciated! 

 A complete set of minutes is available on the kiosk in 
the narthex. 
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  Leader’s Spotlight 

     By Robyn Stubbendick 
 
The first draft I wrote up for this article this month was very long and I decided you 
may not have wanted to read all that! It was a topic I wanted to share but could not 
condense it down to fit in the newsletter while conveying the message it had. Next I 
considered writing about the season of Lent which is starting soon. Nah, that didn't 
feel right. I'll leave those messages to Pastor. So then what am I going to write 
about? After some reflection I've decided the topic would be about our congrega-
tion. 
So, what about our congregation? Let's think about the gifts and blessings we have 

in each other. It really is a gift that we can come to worship and fellowship with each other at First Lu-
theran. We join in praising God together through our worship service and songs. We lift our burdens and 
joys to him in prayer together. We have an opportunity to catch up with one another over a bite to eat 
and a cup of coffee between services or a meal together in the Parish Hall. We're concerned and sad-
dened when we hear of one of our members having health problems. We miss each other when we 
aren't at church on a Sunday morning. We have small groups for all ages though Sunday School, confir-
mation, and Bible studies. Even through our board meetings and church council meetings, we get to sup-
port each other and our faith. Our Sunday School teachers and staff support each other and the children 
they teach. Not to mention the enjoyment we all have watching the children sing together during a 
church service. We come together for donations to Food Pantry's and other organizations who need our 
support. We work together on projects and events. The list goes on. It IS a blessing to have each other. 
 
Many of you know recently I unexpectedly lost one of my brothers. A loved one's death is a difficult time 
for family and friends. As a congregation we have the opportunity to share in sorrow and lift up each 
other in prayer and spirit. I want to take this moment to thank each of you who sent a card, gave me and 
our family a hug or a pat on the back. Thank you to those who attended the visitation or the memorial 
service. Thank you for memorials sent and meals that were delivered. Thank you for your prayers for 
God to help us "get through" and any other act of kindness you showed to me, Dave and our family. 
 
We "get to" spend time together as a congregation, care for one another and share our joys and sorrows 
together in our journey through life and we are a blessing to each other. Thanks be to God and thanks 
that we all have each other. 
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Church News and Events 

Youth Events  

Women’s Bible Study Group 
Please join us by zoom Thursday eve-
nings in February, starting February 26– 
April 16 at 8 p.m. as we journey through 
the book of Knowing God by Mary Kassi-

an, please contact Amanda Stubbendick to join! 

Attention 3rd grade parents! 
1st Communion will be Sunday Feb-
ruary 15th with a reception for the 
students between services. We will 
have a time of learning and prepara-

tion the two Sundays leading up to this (February 1st 
and 8th) following late church. Please get ahold of 
Amanda or Pastor if it doesn’t work for your student 
to attend on either the 1st or 8th and we will arrange 
other times. We look forward to celebrating each one 
of these kids as they take this exciting step in their 
faith journey. 

Brunch! On the first Sunday 
of each month the Sunday 
school classes do a service 
project, these projects are 
made by the kids and then 

given to the people in need. January’s project was 
gift baskets for patients at the local hospital, the Jr./
Sr. High school classes took this idea and made it our 
own. We came up with the idea of raising money 
and using it to make gift baskets for each resident at 
Good Sam and Linden View that we will deliver later 
this month. To raise money we will be hosting a 
free will donation brunch between services on Feb-
ruary 1st in the parish hall. We will be serving pan-
cakes, breakfast casserole and assorted fruit. We 
hope you’ll join us!  

Corrected Altar Committee 2026 
January............ Wendy Boitnott, Julie Schmale, 
Renee Bose , Robin Berner 
February ......... Teresa Lorensen, Beth Jacobson, 
Jacki Stubbendick, Kelly Stephenson 
March ............. Renee Nolte, Donna Mehlin, Barb 
Lingle, Robyn Stubbendick 
April................ Wendy Mueller, Jan Mueller, Con-
nie Eidemiller, Katie Anderson 
May................. Jill Nosal, Becky Knake, Gail Ross, 
Marilyn Kirchhoff 
June................ Pam Rumery, Dixie Dobbs, Letha 
Buchholz, Marlene Behling 
July.................. Margaret Jacobson, Betty 
Neumeister, Lisa Buchholz, Kari Wockenfuss 
August ............ Barb Hillman, Cathy Callaway, Pam 
Carlson, Brenda Copley 
September ...... Donna Crownover, Bev Panko, 
Barb Ludwig, Phyllis Berner 
October .......... Karen Schweitzer, Brenda Brock-
hoff , Vicki Lutjemeyer, Cindi Kreiger 
November....... Barb Lamb, Julie Berner, Amanda 
Stubbendick, Sherri Wilson 
December....... Gerri Stubbendick, Ruth Lamb, An-
gie Gubbels,  Amanda Pekny  
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