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The Little Red Wagon  
August-Syracuse Food Pantry:  Special 
requests: Canned chicken or tuna, elbow 
macaroni and shampoo  Please see the 

article below for a special outreach project. Thank you 
for your continued support! 

Giving Online If you would like the conven-
ience of giving online you can do so by using the 
website: 

 https://onrealm.org/firstlutheranavoca/Give or 
Text NORTHBRANCH to 73256 or Scan the QR 

Giving Opportunities 

2nd Mile Giving 

Project Estimated 
Cost 

To Date 

Global Health Ministries On Going $22,130 

Peru Missionaries On Going $19,915 

2nd Mile Shed $20,000 $10,991 

Treasurer’s Report  
Current Fund (Pastor and Administration, Office, 
Building, Education, Worship expenses) 
Received through June 30:     $115,505.76 
Expenses through June 30:  $112,933.24 
Budgeted through June 30:  $126,642.56 
Our giving has covered our expenses through May 
with a cushion of $2,572.52. Thank you for your 
thoughtful giving. 

The Birthday Cake Project 
The Women’s outreach committee is 
teaming up with the local food banks! 
The Birthday Cake Project provides cake 
kits to local food banks, ensuring 

all kids and adults can enjoy a birthday cake on their 
special day. Place a cake mix, can of frosting, and 
one soda can (any flavor but we like Coke or Sprite!) in 
a disposable cake pan. 
Please place completed kits in the tote located in the 
Narthex by August 16th. 

Highlights 
July 2026  
Meeting 

 
Old business: 
• Committee needed  for 150th anniversary 
• Funding for shed, possibility of building in 

spring and move dirt this fall 
New business: 
• Fair stand committee purchased two ice-cream 

makers & new cooler 
• Shared blessing committee update 
Board Reports: 
Pastor’s Report: 
• Made 51 pastoral visits, led 8 Sunday worship 

services, 3 funerals, baptism and counseling ses-
sion 

• Held  5 training sessions for altar servers 
• Attended synod assembly May 29-31 
• Helped with VBS June 22-25 
• Pastor will be on vacation late July 
Youth Representative: 
• OSJ to attend comedy show ”Dude Perfect” 

July15 
Board of Christian Education 
• VBS went great 
• Change of program date was well received 
• Many attendees at VBS picnic/luncheon  
Board of Property 
• Discussion with electrician regarding kitchen 
• Approved garbage disposal 
• Replaced windows at church, caulking was not 

done, looking at that quote  
Youth and Family 
• Committee met in May & June 
• Church picnic was a success 
• Another family picnic would like to be had this 

summer 
• Spirit shirts, along with church fair stand shirts 

are to be sold    
Witness and Fellowship 
• No report   
Worship and Music 
• No report 
Board of Stewardship 
• Committee met on June 7 
• Discussed how to spread the word regarding the 

Shared Blessings fund    
Board of Deacons 
• No report 
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  Leader’s Spotlight 

  By Nolan Gartner,    
                    UNK Freshman  
Recently I just graduated high school, 
and I am soon starting college. While I 
am very excited about college, I am al-
so anxious and nervous about being 
somewhere completely new. I have 
already met some friends on the team, 
and I also have some classmates 
attending UNK with me. That helps 

calm my feelings about next year, but the most useful 
thing to easing my worries is my faith. Without God in 
my life, I would be insanely worried about next year. I 
almost feel like God turns my worry into excitement. I 
am honestly more excited about college next year 
than I am worried about it. I am excited to make new 
connections and continue developing into a nice man. 
While I definitely don't have everything figured out, I 
continue to put my trust into God, since he loves me 
unconditionally and will help me face anything that I 
face.   

 Missionary Update 

In June, the Redding 
family had a wonderful 5 
days in Lima with Jared’s 
family. Also, a big Thank 
you for your generous 
response to our 'ask' last 
email! We have already 
received enough money 
to cover our audio bi-
bles! And the items 

have arrived. We are excited to 
have good-quality audio bibles 
that hold up in these conditions. 
We are also happy to now have 
printed Ashéninka New Testa-
ments with drawings for some of 
the stories! The Ashéninka love 
to see pictures. If you would still 
like to give towards these re-
sources you can because, Lord-
willing, our team will need to 
purchase more when these run 
out.  We appreciate all of your support. 
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Church News and Events 

Church Events  

Otoe and Cass County 
Fair Parade Float 
 We are looking for members 
who would be willing to repre-
sent the church by riding the 

float.  
• The Otoe County fair parade is Sunday August 

2nd and the float will line up around 3:30 with 
the parade starting at 4.  

• The Cass County fair parade is Saturday August 
8th, the float will line up around 5:30 and the 
parade will start at 6.  

If you would like to ride either or both floats please 
let Pastor or Amanda Stubbendick know so we can 
direct you to where the float gets parked before 
the parade.  

FAIR STAND UPDATE! 
 Fair week is almost here! 
1. Food stand workers - Au-
gust 4 - 8 - Volunteers are 
still needed to set-up, food 

prep, grill, and serve food/pies during the fair. A 
Sign Up Genius link is available on the church web-
site where you can sign up online to work a shift (or 
two!). Contact Cathy Callaway at 402-580-7781. 
2. Pies/Brownies - should be dropped off at the 
church by noon, or at the fair stand between 10AM 
- 10PM on Tuesday, August 4. Please no nuts and 
wrap individually in saran wrap or bag-
gies. Questions? Text or leave a voice mail 
for Angie Gubbels (402-269-5311). 
Thanks for ALL you are doing to help make this 
another successful year in raising money for First 
Lutheran's Shared Blessings... God's Work, Our 
Hands! 
The Fair Stand Committee 

A Note of Thanks  

Thank you to all who sent messages, 
calls, stopped to visit, brought food 
for us, said prayers and kept us in 
your thoughts. Thank you all,    
 Katie, Mitchell & Cordell Wachter  

  & The Breazile Family 

Dear First Lutheran church, Thank you so much for 
the bracelet. Thank you for selecting me for the 
grant. This will help me a lot with college. Thank 
you again for all the support. 
    Kaden Knake 

Join the Education 
Committee on Sunday, 
August 23rd to celebrate 
our students who have 
reached a new milestone in 

their faith journey! We will award them with a pin 
and a certificate and then celebrate with a light 
brunch in the narthex. We look forward to seeing 
you there. 

Blessing of the Back-
packs, Sunday, August 
16!  Please have students bring 
backpacks, sports equipment, 
band instruments, etc., to be 

blessed. 

Youth Events  

July 15 the Order of St. 
John youth attended the 
Dude Perfect show at Pin-
nacle Bank Arena in Lin-
coln. It was a good time 
and we saw some amazing 
trick shots and games, 
with special guests from 

the Savannah Bananas, including Coach RAC!  
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Lutheran World Relief needs your help!  We are collecting items for personal care and school kits. 
A list of all needed items is available in the narthex. Donations will be accepted through October 18. Thank 
you for your support! 
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“The Branch” 
First Lutheran Church 
1434 N 30th Road 
Avoca NE 68307 
402-275-3300 
 

Pastoral Emergency Contact: Pastor Adam Klinker 
 Church Office: 402-275-3300  
 Cell:   402-660-2411   
 Email: pastor@firstlutheranavoca.org 
       E-mail: office@firstlutheranavoca.org 
  Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00a -2:00p 

First Lutheran Church 
1434 N 30th Rd. 
Avoca, NE 68307-8233 
 
 

Address Service Requested 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

Avoca, Nebraska 68307 
Permit No. 1 

PRESIDENT ................ Josh Stubbendick 269-5770 
V. PRESIDENT ........... Kelsey Stubbendick 416-8888 
SECRETARY ............... Chantelle Schroeder269-7303 
TREASURER ............... Renee Nolte 297-5187 
DIRECTOR OF 
DEACONS .................... Dennis Knake 960-8869 
EDUCATION ............... Sherri Wilson   275-3795 
STEWARDSHIP ......... Emily Iske   269-5491 
PROPERTY .................. Doug Jacobson 416-7174  
YOUTH& FAMILY ..... Marci Gartner 430-8324 
WORSHIP& MUSIC .. Becca Berner 297-9172 
FELLOWSHIP………..Robyn Stubbendick 269-7094 

 C h u r c h  C O U N C I L /O F F I C E R S 

Summer Worship May 24-Sept 6 
9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 

W o r s h i p   S c h e d u l e 

Web page: www.firstlutheranavoca.org 


