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Celebrate the
Resurrection of our Lord,
Easter Sunday, April 5
« T a.m. Sunrise Worship led by
our youth
= 8 am.-11 a.m. Easter Brunch
+« 9:30 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt
=« 8:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Worship
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April 2026
Drear Church,

In chapter nine of his Gosped, 5t Mark tells the
story of a fath er whose son has a spirit th at seizes
the boy, dash es him to th e ground, and causes him
ta foam at the mouth. The man comes to lesus
and implores. the Savior, “if you are able to do any-
thing, hawe pity on us and help us.” lesus replies
sanmewih at tetchiby, * I you are abde! — A0 things
can be dane for the an e who boeliewes ™ The fath er
then ories gut, “1 believe; help mry unbe ef!”

kEn’t that the way it & for us sometimes? We now
we befieve, We have been given faith . It has besn
oreated within us by the Holy Spirit. &nd yet... how
can it be th at this has happened ? That a man crucified rais es up from the tomb thres
days later? In this Exster seaon, it'’s a good opportunity to witn ess that faith oreated
by the Waord of God, poured inte your sar and directed to your heart. it"s a wond erful
time ta know that ewven in your doubd, pain, suffering, grief, still & ) esus coming o you,
hedping your unb efief with th e power of his promises: th al your sin & fongiven, your

resurrec tion life s wasuchsafed in his oross and his amipty Lo mb.

O th e course of Holy 'Weeek, there are man y opportunities for d evotion, praper, wor-
ship, and meditation. Look inside at the schedule and seeif there are imes when you
might be able to also come and ponder an ew wh at th e Almighty can do with the faith
He has given!

Following Eaxster, April 9 will boe th e commemao ration of thee martyrdom of Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer, who was hanged that d ay in 1945 at Flossenbdng concentration camp for his
rode in the phot 1o sssassinate Adoll Hitler. Az Bonhoeffer went to the gallows, aguard
heard him say, * This i the end_.. for me, the baginnin g of lfe.” Bonhoeffer was one
who understood wh at it meant that we nead help with our unbekief, because of the
many ways that we rely on all manner of things and peosple oth er than God.

But God will draw us in. God comes from osutsid & of us to make us ane with God's awn
sadf, the God mad & visible, the God mad & human : Jesus the Christ. &nd God will do this
by all manner of God’s oreated means in the wockd: by Word, by water, by bread and
wine. And aka by study, by contemplation, by devation al practios, by travel, by con-
wversation, by experiences. with this oreated and given waorld .

In the manths ahead , a5 the world gresns and birds sing and animals awalken, fields are
planted, trees |eaf out —look for those places where God speaks, sings 1o you of the
Taith alread y given o you, faith d eepin the bone, a5 the work of the Holy Spirit. &nd
oo, trust, have faith, that youbelong to this God, this Jesus. That i my prayer for
you in this Easter season, dearly beloved . May it be so now and ever. Smen.
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Highlight/February 2026 Meeting

New Business:

e Discussed options of transferring a couple accounts
& cd into high yield funds, decision tabled

Pastor’s Report

e Made 12 pastoral visits, conducted worship at Lin-
den View and Wednesday night Lenten services.

e 9 members had 1st communion on February 15

e Discussed cost of our upcoming pilgrimage to Ger-
many

e Will be attending the Institute for Liturgical Studies
conference April 10-13

Youth Representative:

e Top Golf event will be Mar.22 for HS only

e Easter Brunch on Easter Sunday

e Sunrise service at 7 a.m.

Worship & Music:

e Waiting to meet with committee soon, nothing to
report

Board of Property:

e Noreport

Board of Deacons:

e Noreport

Board of Stewardship:

e Discussed duties as group

e Helping Hands and Shared Blessings funds helped
someone in need

e Special Offering for lent, Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday-to go to Redding Family

e Special Offering for Easter Sunday-Pine Ridge
Church

Youth and Family:

e Met with Board of Christian Ed & would like to in-
tegrate more with other boards

e Meeting as a group in April

e Discussed Easter Egg hunt on Easter Sunday

e Spirit shirt design coming soon

Board of Christian Education

e Met with youth and family committee to discuss
upcoming events they could collaborate on

e Sunday School Students will sing on Palm Sunday

Witness & Fellowship

e  Will be meeting soon

e Discussed refreshments between services.

A complete set of minutes is available on the kiosk in
the narthex.
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Giving Opportunities

2nd Mile Giving
Project Estimated To Date

Cost
Global Health Ministries On Going $22,130
Peru Missionaries On Going $19,915
2nd Mile Shed $20,000 $10,991

Treasurer’s Report

Current Fund (Pastor and Administration, Office,
Building, Education, Worship expenses)

Received through February 28: $44,650.66
Expenses through February 28: $36,515.25
Budgeted through February 28: $42,214.19

Our giving has covered our expenses through Febru-
ary with a cushion of $8,135.41. Thank you for your
thoughtful giving.

Giving Online If you would like the

convenience of giving online you can do

so by using the website:
https://onrealm.org/firstlutheranavoca/Give or Text
NORTHBRANCH to 73256 or Scan the QR code.

. The Little Red Wagon

April Syracuse Food Pantry: Special re-
quests: Mac & Cheese, canned fruit,
quick oats and boxed Jello mixes. Thank
you for your continued support!

o
who was crucified.

He is not here. Sce the j/r/,r/ v ey
place where they laid him." 7 ny
Mark 16:6, NIV | W §
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> Leader’s Spotlight

By Marci Gartner

I’'m grateful for the opportunity to step into a leadership role supporting
Youth & Family ministry at North Branch and | wanted to share a bit about the
heart and direction of this work.
- 'l strongly believe that faith grows best when generations grow together. The
t goal of the Youth & Family Committee is to bring children, youth, and adults
together to worship, serve, and build relationships—creating meaningful op-
portunities for families to experience God’s love and to pass faith from one
generation to the next.
Our committee works closely with each Board committee at North Branch to
intentionally include youth and family engagement in the life of the church.
The goal is for every Board committee to partner with Youth & Family on at
least one routine event each year, helping ensure that our ministries remain connected and intergener-
ational.
We also work alongside our youth group, Order of St. John, supporting activity planning and coordi-
nating volunteers for cherished traditions like the annual soup supper and the Easter sunrise breakfast.
These moments allow our youth to lead, serve, and connect with the broader congregation.
Looking ahead, our goals are to:
e Host 4-5 Youth & Family events
e Each event will include a short, engaging teaching (10-15 minutes) that is hands-on and story based
e We plan to introduce a North Branch Spirit Squad shirt for purchase, encouraging members to show

up and support our youth at sporting events and activities

I’'m thankful for the strong foundation already in place and excited to build alongside families, youth,
volunteers, and leaders as we continue growing together in faith. My hope is that this ministry creates
welcoming spaces where connection happens naturally and God’s love is experienced across genera-
tions.
If you see me around—or if you feel called to help—I'd love to talk more.

"Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection,

/]

not in books Qlone, but in every leaf in springﬁme.’

Martin Luther




LH5am - 12:45pm.
in B Parish Hell
All are Welcome!

tT¢

Join us on Palm Sunday, March 29th,from
11:45 a.m-12: 45 p.m. in the Parish Hall for our “Rise
Up with Jesus” Easter Event for families. Let us prepare
to celebrate the greatest gift we have as Christ
followers!

Thank you to all who came out to

P Thanks enjoy pancakes on Shrove Tuesday!

for Your Thank you also to our volunteers. Your

Supportl ¢ s hort for the youth of our church
heading to Camp Carol Joy Holling is

very much appreciated!

mal Save the Date! Meal Prep- April
i 12, 6-8 p.m. Please contact Amanda Stub-
Prep bendick is you would like to join!
AND GOD HATH BOTH
THE LORD, AND WILL ALSO
US BY HIS OWN POWER.

1 CORINTHIANS 614

Easter Egg Hunt! The
Youth and Family ministry
would like to share that there
will be an Easter egg hunt, East-
er morning at 9:30 a.m.

P~y .
‘ﬂg SENIOR RECOGNITION Senior Recog-

s U N AY nition, Sunday
TN April 19. con-
— N . grats to Nolan
Gartner, Kyle
Cavanaugh, Michael Behling, Autumn Behling and
Kaden Knake. The OSJ Banquet will then follow ser-
vices at the Parish Hall. For more information, please

contact Amanda Stubbendick.

Sunday May 3rd will be a new twist on our nor-
mal Sunday school teacher appreciation celebration!
We are inviting the whole congregation to join us
for a special Service Project Sunday followed by
goodies to say thank you to our wonderful teachers
and volunteers.!
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SATURDAY 10AM - 3 PM

TRAVELING TOGETHER AS GOD'S PEOPLE
DO YOU WONDER ABOUT THE FUTURE OF GOD'S CHURCH?

DO YOU FEEL LIKE WE DON'T MEASURE UP TO
WHAT THE CHURCH USED TO BE?

ARE YOU TROUBLED BY AGING BUILDINGS AND UNUSED FACILITIES?

DOES IT FEEL LIKE ALL THE CHURCH TALKS ABOUT IS
PAYING THE BILLS?

DO YOU WANT TO BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS IN
YOUR COMMUNITY BUT AREN'T SURE HOW TO GET STARTED?

If you answered YES to ANY of the above questions,
this event is for YOU!

“| am because we are." This isn't synod staff coming to you. This is an
opportunity for all of us to come together with Jesus. In this time,
we will learn about how the church is already changing and what
the road ahead might look like for all of us. We will ponder what
faithful innovation looks like in your community and how to pack
your bags with actionable steps to bring back home. You'll have the
opportunity to meet Synod Council members, Cluster Deans, and
other local companions who are journeying with you on the way.

Learn More Eg-l -
Let us imagine the & Register b
adventure that awaits us
as we travel this road as
ONE Church Together!

|

Registration for VBS

June 22-26" 2026 9am-Noon
North Branch

Scan QR Code to Register
3yo-just finished 5" grade

Our True North VBS Adventure will be June 22-
26. Mark your calendars for our week of frontier fun
that is open to youth ages 3 yrs to those finishing the 5th
grade. During this week, we will share that Jesus is a
faithful friend that we can always trust. He’s our True
North! Registration for this fun week begins on April 5.
All are welcome! For questions please contact Amanda
Stubbendick.

-

{/HE EARTH
IS THE LORDS, |
AND ALL ITS s

FULLMNESS,
THE WORLD X
AND THOSE -

WIHO DWELL
THEREIN.

FSALM 24:1, NEJY



HAPFY BIRTHDAY
Apr. 5 -Elliott Johnson
Chantells
Schroader
Apr. § -Margarst
Tacobson
Parker Talfs
Apr. B -Jan Misbuhr
Apr. 10 -Manlyn
Eirchhoff
Barbara Lingle
Apr. 11 -Waialie
Boeckman
Lamran Paters
Apr.12 -Jessica
Brockhoff
Elenee Molte
Aprl3 - Zoie Graham
Melanie Foss
Aprl5 -Cooper Itke
Apr16-Jill Nosal
Caleb Smbbendick
Apr.17 -Tulie Schmale
Apr.18 -Leonard
Euchholz
Ther Buchholz
Apr2] -Melan Gariner
Aprille Johnson
Apr.23 - Willis KEnake
Apr. 25 -Scoit Mueller
Apr.24 -Beth Jacobson
Tyler Schmale
Apr.27 -Fon
Schweltzer
Apr28 -Fachelle
Hanzon
Ben Meeske
Wyatt MNisbuhr
Abbey Esim
Apr29-Zach Callaway
Dioug Jacobson

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:

Apr. 25 - Sreve & Michelle Mueller

Apr. 4-  Dave & Bobvo Apr. 8- John & Whiney Rakes i .
T ena AW EmiSlmelme 49200 oMo Com
Apr. 6- Phil & Amy Grahgm AP 2l - Lemmis & Lonme — bl "
Doug & Cindi Erieger Sohmitz Apr. 30 - Dan & Tammy Enake
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Accompanists: Cathy Callaway, Donna ] 7 2o Men's o 4
Crownover, Jan Niebuhr, Lori Lindau  Catechi - - .
Vocalists: Marilyn Kirchhoff, Kaven Op Catechizm | Bible Study 7p Worship,
Schweitzer, Amanda Pelmy 7p Evening 7p Worship w/ “Lighting of the
Altar Guild: Wendy Mueller, Jan Mueller, Prayer communian ) First Fire”
Connie Eidenmiller, Katie Anderson 8p Bible Study | Good Friday Haly Commun-
Pastor: Adam Klinker 402-660-2411 via Zoom 7p Worship fon
Administrator in Office: Maundy Thurs-
Moa. - Thu. 9 am- 2pm day Holy Saturday

JEaster 6 ! S 9 j 0 _.tJI _.t]I
7o Sunrize Wor- | Office Closed i ) Fa Men's Bible
ship i;:jga:srrh:m . Study
Ha —11a Brunch Ve wf OHRC | 530 p Bible
5150 Worship esing Study
5:30-Egg hunt Sp Bible Study
10:30a Worship i@ Zoom
VBS registration
opens
: . =~

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
&:15a Warship 7o Evening Star Op Catechism Fa Men's Bible
5:30a Sunday Study
School 5:30 p Bible
10:30a Worship Study
&-8p Meal Prep Sp Bible Study

vi@ Zoom
j Q 2 3 j‘ T . '-i. 2 ‘_’{ 2 ‘s
515 Worship Newslerer 4 p Catechizm Fa AMen’s Bibie
g3 -
fig e | e S
10:30 Worship i
Semior Recogni- maiing
tian 5:30 p Bible
1145 Q8T Study
Banguer 5p Bible Study

via Foom

—

26 27 28 29 30

&:15a Warship
5300 Sunday
Schaol

10:30a Wor-
ship/

op Catechism

Fa Men's Bible
Study

5:30 p Bible
Srudy

Sp Bible Study
via foom




