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The Little Red Wagon  
April Syracuse Food Pantry:  Special re-
quests:  Mac & Cheese, canned fruit, 
quick oats and boxed Jello mixes. Thank 

you for your continued support! 

Giving Online If you would like the 
convenience of giving online you can do 
so by using the website: 

 https://onrealm.org/firstlutheranavoca/Give or Text 
NORTHBRANCH to 73256 or Scan the QR code.  

Giving Opportunities 

2nd Mile Giving 

Project Estimated 
Cost 

To Date 

Global Health Ministries On Going $22,130 

Peru Missionaries On Going $19,915 

2nd Mile Shed $20,000 $10,991 

Treasurer’s Report  
Current Fund (Pastor and Administration, Office, 
Building, Education, Worship expenses) 
Received through February 28:     $44,650.66 
Expenses through February 28:     $36,515.25 
Budgeted through February 28:    $42,214.19 
Our giving has covered our expenses through Febru-
ary with a cushion of $8,135.41. Thank you for your 
thoughtful giving. 

Council Corner 

Highlight/February 2026 Meeting 
New Business: 
• Discussed options of transferring a couple accounts 

& cd into high yield funds, decision tabled 
Pastor’s Report 
• Made 12 pastoral visits, conducted worship at Lin-

den View and Wednesday night Lenten services. 
• 9 members had 1st communion on February 15 
• Discussed cost of our upcoming pilgrimage to Ger-

many 
• Will be attending the Institute for Liturgical Studies 

conference April 10-13 
Youth Representative: 
• Top Golf event will be Mar.22 for HS only 
• Easter Brunch on Easter Sunday 
• Sunrise service at 7 a.m. 
Worship & Music: 
• Waiting to meet with committee soon, nothing to 

report 
Board of Property: 
• No report 
Board of Deacons: 
• No report 
Board of Stewardship: 
• Discussed duties as group 
• Helping Hands and Shared Blessings funds helped 

someone in need 
• Special Offering for lent, Maundy Thursday, Good 

Friday-to go to Redding Family 
• Special Offering for Easter Sunday-Pine Ridge 

Church 
Youth and Family: 
• Met with Board of Christian Ed & would like to in-

tegrate more with other boards 
• Meeting as a group in April 
• Discussed Easter Egg hunt on Easter Sunday 
• Spirit shirt design coming soon 
Board of Christian Education 
• Met with youth and family committee to discuss 

upcoming events they could collaborate on 
• Sunday School Students will sing on Palm Sunday 
Witness & Fellowship 
• Will be meeting soon 
• Discussed refreshments between services. 

 A complete set of minutes is available on the kiosk in 
the narthex. 
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  Leader’s Spotlight 

   By Marci Gartner 
     I’m grateful for the opportunity to step into a leadership role supporting 
Youth & Family ministry at North Branch and I wanted to share a bit about the 
heart and direction of this work. 
I strongly believe that faith grows best when generations grow together. The 
goal of the Youth & Family Committee is to bring children, youth, and adults 
together to worship, serve, and build relationships—creating meaningful op-
portunities for families to experience God’s love and to pass faith from one 
generation to the next. 
Our committee works closely with each Board committee at North Branch to 
intentionally include youth and family engagement in the life of the church. 
The goal is for every Board committee to partner with Youth & Family on at 

least one routine event each year, helping ensure that our ministries remain connected and intergener-
ational. 
We also work alongside our youth group, Order of St. John, supporting activity planning and coordi-
nating volunteers for cherished traditions like the annual soup supper and the Easter sunrise breakfast. 
These moments allow our youth to lead, serve, and connect with the broader congregation. 
Looking ahead, our goals are to: 
•  Host 4-5 Youth & Family events 
• Each event will include a short, engaging teaching (10–15 minutes) that is hands-on and story based 
• We plan to introduce a North Branch Spirit Squad shirt for purchase, encouraging members to show 

up and support our youth at sporting events and activities 
I’m thankful for the strong foundation already in place and excited to build alongside families, youth, 
volunteers, and leaders as we continue growing together in faith. My hope is that this ministry creates 
welcoming spaces where connection happens naturally and God’s love is experienced across genera-
tions. 
If you see me around—or if you feel called to help—I’d love to talk more. 
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Church News and Events 

Thank you to all who came out to 
enjoy pancakes on Shrove Tuesday! 
Thank you also to our volunteers. Your 
support for the youth of our church 
heading to Camp Carol Joy Holling is 

very much appreciated! 

Join us on Palm Sunday, March 29th,from 
11:45 a.m-12: 45 p.m. in the Parish Hall for our “Rise 
Up with Jesus” Easter Event for families. Let us prepare 
to celebrate the greatest gift we have as Christ 
followers! 

Youth Events  

Sunday May 3rd will be a new twist on our nor-
mal Sunday school teacher appreciation celebration! 
We are inviting the whole congregation to join us 
for a special Service Project Sunday followed by 
goodies to say thank you to our wonderful teachers 
and volunteers.! 

    Save the Date! Meal Prep– April 
12, 6-8 p.m. Please contact Amanda Stub-
bendick is you would like to join!  

Senior Recog-
nition, Sunday 
April 19.  Con-
grats to Nolan 
Gartner, Kyle 

Cavanaugh, Michael Behling, Autumn Behling and 
Kaden Knake.  The OSJ Banquet will then follow ser-
vices at the Parish Hall. For more information, please 
contact Amanda Stubbendick. 

Easter Egg Hunt!  The 
Youth and Family ministry 
would like to share that there 
will be an Easter egg hunt, East-
er morning at 9:30 a.m. 
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Our True North VBS Adventure will be June 22-
26.  Mark your calendars for our week of frontier fun 
that is open to youth ages 3 yrs to those finishing the 5th 
grade.  During this week, we will share that Jesus is a 
faithful friend that we can always trust. He’s our True 
North! Registration for this fun week begins on April 5.  
All are welcome! For questions please contact Amanda 
Stubbendick. 
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